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Summary 
 
This document is a new revised version of the Statement of Community Involvement or 
SCI for Medway.  It sets out how the Council will involve local people in planning and 
development issues affecting Medway. 
 
The Council  adopted its original SCI in 2006. Since then there have been further 
changes to the development planning system and consultation bodies have come and 
gone. For these reasons it is appropriate to update and refresh it now. 
 
It includes a short description of the development planning system and Medway 
Council’s role. However most of the document describes the methods the Council will 
use to engage with the public and other stakeholders and it lists the main organisations 
that have expressed an interest in being involved. 
 
 
 
Getting involved: 
 
There are a number of ways in which you can give us your views, check progress on the 
preparation of this and other LDF Documents and get involved in planning and 
development issues: 
 
• Telephone: 01634 331629 (Office hours are 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Monday to Thursday 

and 9 a.m. – 4.30 p.m. Friday) 
 
• Email: ldf@medway.gov.uk 
 
• Post: Development Policy and Engagement Team, Regeneration, Community and 

Culture, Medway Council, Gun Wharf, Dock Road, Chatham, Kent ME4 4TR 
 
• Website: http://www.medway.gov.uk/ldf . This is our front page and you will find 

numerous links to published documents, our Limehouse  system etc. 
 
• Limehouse: This is an online consultation system and we would strongly encourage 

you to “register” as a user. If you do you will receive email alerts when new 
consultations are underway, you can submit your views in a structured way and see 
our responses to all representations we receive. To register please go to: 
http://medway-consult.limehouse.co.uk/ 

 
 
 
 
 
Further Advice 
 
If you would like any further advice on this document or the planning system in Medway 
the Development Policy & Engagement Team will always be pleased to help. The 
contact details are as above. 
 
If you would like more general and independent advice the Planning Aid service is 
available. 
 
Planning Aid South East  
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vice 
he planning system is often seen as complex and difficult to navigate. Planning Aid are 

 
ny aspect of the planning system call their 

lanning Advisor. 

mail: secw@planningaid.rtpi.org.uk

Planning ad
T
able to explain the complexities of it and help you get involved, whether it is by 
explaining how to comment on a planning application or a national policy statement. If
you would like advice or information on a
P
 
Planning Advisor 
Tel: 0870 850 9806 
e  
email: secw1@planningaid.rtpi.org.uk
 
Community Planning 
 
Planning Aid also provides training, workshops and seminars for community groups, 
chools and voluntary groups who would like to learn more about the planning system. 
 you would like to get more involved in the planning of your area then Planning Aid, 

me of community involvement in planning and regeneration, can 
elp. Please contact their Community Planners for more information. 

ail: secp@planningaid.rtpi.org.uk

s
If
through its program
h
 
Community Planners 
Tel: 01634 831167em  

mail: secp1@planningaid.rtpi.org.uke  

Spe t Policy and Engagement Team that you might find it 
seful to talk to are listed below. Please phone 01634 33**** followed by the relevant 

Mo
ryan Geake    ext 1025 

 

 
 
 
 

 
cific people in the Developmen

u
extension number: 
 
Paul Cronk   ext 8146  

rgan Slade    ext 1028 
B
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www.medway.gov.uk/ldf  
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. Introduction 

The new planning system 

.1 The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 replaced a system of 
Structure and Local Plans with Regional Spatial Strategies (RSS) and Local 
Development Frameworks (LDF).  Some further changes were made in the 
Planning Act 2008. 

.2 Further changes were also announced when the Coalition Government was 
elected in 2010. These are focussed on the Localism Bill that is currently going 
through Parliament. Perhaps the most significant change being proposed is the 
abolition of regional spatial strategies. In the case of Medway this is known as 
the South East Plan. Pending its abolition Medway’s local development 
framework or LDF has to be in ‘conformity’ with that plan. 

.3 The Government is also moving to rename local development frameworks ‘local 
plans’. This is potentially confusing as some old style local plans dating from 
before 2004 are still in place. Such changes make preparing Medway’s local 
development frameworks difficult but the Council considers it important to make 
progress and as quickly as is prudent. 

.4 The current system is described in a Government publication Planning Policy 
Statement 12: ‘Local Spatial Planning’ (PPS12): 
(http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/planningsystem/planningpol
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icy/planningpolicystatements/pps12/ ). 
The following website also contains useful information about the current system 
and emerging changes: 
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/planning/planningsystem/localplans  

.5 PPS12 contains the following: 

"The Local Development Framework is the collection of local development 
documents produced by the local planning authority which collectively delivers 
the spatial planning strategy for its area. The Core Strategy is the key plan within 
the Local Development Framework." 

 "The planning system has been substantially reformed to embed community 
responsive policy-making at its heart and to make contributing to the 
achievement of sustainable development a statutory objective. The new spatial 
planning system exists to deliver positive social, economic and environmental 
outcomes, and requires planners to collaborate actively with the wide range of 
stakeholders and agencies that help to shape local areas and deliver local 
services." (paras 1.4 and 1.5) 

.6 This stresses the importance of community involvement in the plan-making 
process and hence the role of this document – the Statement of Community 
Involvement. 

 
1.7 It forms part of Medway’s LDF as illustrated on the diagram below. 
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unity involvement is to produce consensus, as 
s 

 
2.2 

 
it 
 

ea 
ll local development documents.  

 
s Medway Council’s policy for involving the community not only in 

 enables the 
community to know when and how it will be involved. The Government has set 
minimum requirements for public involvement, with which local planning 
authorities must comply. The SCI shows how these requirements will be met and 
exceeded. 

.5 Medway Council’s standard is to seek participation from as wide a section of the 
community as possible that work, live and use the Medway area. It also aims to 
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2. Aims and objectives of the SCI  
 

2.1 The aim of the process of comm
far as possible, on the form and content of the local development document
which Medway Council is preparing. Where this is successful, it will help to 
achieve broad support from local communities and minimise the need for lengthy 
public examinations.  

Sometimes the Council has to make difficult choices as to what policies or 
proposals should be in the LDF.  For example these must conform with national
policies. In these cases it may not always be possible to achieve consensus but 
is important that local people understand the reasons for decisions reached and
have every opportunity to express their views. To achieve this there should be 
meaningful involvement by all of those with an interest in the future of the ar
throughout the preparation of a

 
2.3 The process by which we aim to achieve this is set out below.  

The SCI cover2.4 
the preparation, alteration and revision of local development documents but also 
key planning applications. It aims to be a clear public statement that
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se the results of that participation in a positive way to shape the future for 
Medway.   

 
2.6 he Council considers this to be a ‘living’ document and it will further amend it 

hen required. Importantly it will always look to devise new methods to positively 
ngage with the public and to learn from them. As such the standards and 
pproaches set out below are intended to set a minimum standard that will be 
equently exceeded. 

 
2.7 he Council consults the public on many issues, not just planning ones. As a 

sult there is sometimes a danger of consultation ‘fatigue’ or ’overload’. To 
vercome this consultation exercises will be co-ordinated where this is 
racticable and results shared so that work across the Councils is informed. 

 
2.8 edway has a wide range of community and voluntary groups operating in the 

rea. It has been estimated that including all the small community groups, there 
re well over 500 organisations.  These range from very large, professionally 
taffed organisations to small community based groups.  Very often these groups 
re established to address particular needs such as those of disabled children, 
lder people and so on.   

 
2.9  particular challenge is to engage effectively with what are termed ‘hard to 

ach’ groups and sections of the community with specific needs but no 
rganised groups to represent them. The approaches detailed below reflect this. 

 
2.10 ransparency is crucial to community engagement and an important element of 

is is ensuring that the public can access relevant information, reports and 
search. The ability to do this has been transformed by the growth of the 

il will continue to invest in its 
nts, including all those relating to the 

LDF, are accessible. 

 
3. 
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vant sewerage and water undertakers 
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worldwide web and for this reason the Counc
website and ensure that all planning docume

  

Medway’s Approach to community Involvement  

Bodies to be consulted
 
3.1  The Council is required to meet a minimum level of public involvement under th

Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004 
(as amended). The Regulations specify that the following bodies must be 
consulted if the Council considers that body will be affected by what is to be
covered in a development plan document.   
 

• Adjoining local planning authorities 
• Environment Agency 
• Natural England 
• English Heritage 
• Secretary of State for Transport 
• Relevant telecommunications companies 
• Primary Care Trust 
• Highways Agency  
• Relevant electricity and gas companies 
• Rele

 
3.2 At appendix A is a list of bodies, some of which the Council is required to consult,

plus other bodies which it may consult should it be thought necessary to do so. 



 

7  

odies 
 the LDF and SCI: 

rt 

ious groups in the area; 

 
3.3 

 
Many of these issues relate to groups who may find it difficult making their views 

 

 
3.4 

aking 

eveloped in an inclusive way.  

ents, which are considered fundamental to involving the 
g process.  

es 
• Staffed exhibitions in locations throughout the Medway Area. These will 

lls, church halls, schools or other 
ing to availability 

ntaining sufficient information for an article to appear in 
e actual appearance of an article will depend upon the 

ewspaper and in the Council’s 

d documentation to individuals and bodies as 

ments, Braille and different 
 can cope with requests 

This list is not exhaustive. The Council may also consult with the following b
in relation to

 
• Voluntary bodies, some or all of whose activities benefit the whole or pa

of the authority’s area; 
• Bodies representing the interests of: 

- Different racial, ethnic or national bodies in the area; 
- Different relig
- People with disabilities in the area; 
- Persons carrying on business in the area. 

The Council has identified that there are a number of key issues for the 
community and voluntary sector in gaining effective community involvement. 

known, such as: 

• People on low incomes 
• The unemployed 
• Lone parents 
• Homeless people 
• Older people 
• People with disabilities 
• People wanting to improve their basic skills 
• People with English as a second language 
• People with illnesses or addictions.  

One of the aims of the SCI is to ensure that all sections of the public, including 
local groups and organisations, are actively involved throughout the plan m
process.  The Council considers that a framework of different methods should be 
used to contact different sections of the community in Medway. In this way the 
LDF in general can be d

 
Dissemination, Participation and Response 

 
3.5 There are three key elem

public in the plan makin
 
3.6 Dissemination of Information. The following methods may be used: 

• Statutory notices in the local press 
• Making all documents available on the web site 
• Deposit of documents in Council Offic

usually be in village or community ha
public buildings accord

• Press releases co
the local press. Th
editor 

• Articles in Medway Matters the Councils n
wsletter.  monthly e-mailed ne

• Send notification an
necessary. 

• Making available large print versions of docu
languages if requested. A system is in place that
from people who don’t have English as a first Language (EFL)  
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• Use of site notices for site-specific issues 

 
3.7 Particip be achieved 

through
• artnership 
•  or forums on large or 

controversial sites or issues 
ested 

 

s to provide an early input into the formulation of proposals for 
a specific site or area. The Council has already used these workshops as 

pation  
ment Framework Advisory Group that has been 

 the Council. This consists of officers and Councillors. It 
or overseeing the progress of the LDF.  Necessary 

ch need to be made throughout the LDF process, will be 
s by the Cabinet and Council after consideration 

 
3.8 Re n

• All representations will be considered by the council and reasons given 

 

e published 
• Revised documents will be published and further opportunities for 

made available in accordance with 
the regulations.  

3.9 ombination of these consultation methods.   

 
3.10 At e h  stakeholders should be 

ask   fully involved and how they 
thin h  
implem
will hav
tha

 
3.11 This SCI will be widely distributed an

inv e
 

e-to-
.  This 

 

• Specifically identify and communicate with ethnic minorities and disability 
groups 

• Using social network sites in order to publicise events and consultation 
documents.  

ation or continuous Community Involvement.  This will 
 the use of the following methods: 
Discussions with the Local Strategic P
Programme of public meetings, round tables

• Discussions and correspondence with developers and other inter
parties seeking to promote or object to specific development or specific
policies 

• Workshop

methods of public partici
• The Local Develop

established by
has responsibility f
decisions, whi
the subject of resolution
by the Advisory Group. 

spo ses. The main methods of considering responses will be: 

for accepting or rejecting them 
• When considering representations, they will be measured against national

and locally adopted guidance and other local circumstances 
• A report on council responses to objections and representations and 

recommended amendments to documents will b

consultation and participation will be 

 
Different documents may require a c

 
Other Methods 

ac  stage where community involvement is required
ed whether or not they felt that they had been
k t e process could be improved. Where appropriate, new approaches will be

ented at the end of each consultation stage. In this way the community 
e a significant input into developing a community consultation process 

t suits them and which adapts to changing needs. 

d other methods that the Council may use to 
olv  the community are: 

• Opinion poll carried out annually consisting of 1100 people in a fac
face survey to see how people in general feel about certain issues
is run by an agency that has experience of this method.  It is run with a 
particular key issue in mind.  The poll is usually run around 
September/October time 
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nd area etc. and every year a third is replaced by new 
r and consider key issues such 

 that goes out to individuals  
 

 
oups, Young peoples groups, 

uth Parliament can 
 

.  A discussion paper is produced and a 1-2 
d 

 
• 

alerts when new consultations are about 

 
Specifi

3.12  The ne lation can be catered for by creating involvement 
opportunities outside normal working hours but there are a number of other 

d like to be 
mo in

 Yo g
 
3.13 You   it 

has so em. 
Wo n ears 
and en
prepara
transport an he Youth Parliament meets on a regular basis and is 

ated to the youth of Medway and is planned by a group of young 
 young people are encouraged to raise their views.  

3.14 

.15 The Council established a Race Equality Review Working Group in July 2008 to 
rev  t 
on furth
extend  
other e  of the 
Workin d to the Equalities Working Group to reflect its 

clusive remit.  This is the group where wider equalities matters are raised and 
co-ordinated.  

• Citizen Panel involving a panel of 1500 who are representative in age 
gender a
individuals.  They are held 4-5 times a yea
as the Community plan. The survey is usually in the form of a 
questionnaire

• Corporate Focus groups where hard to reach groups such as Ethnic
Minorities, Age groups, Disability gr
Lesbian, Gay and Transsexual groups and the Yo
participate. Agents are used to find individuals to participate and the
venues are held in local halls
hour discussion takes place. The whole of the meeting is transcribed an
the discussions analysed.  Feedback is given via Medway Matters or 
some other forum 

Online Consultation using our Limehouse electronic consultation system. 
Registered users receive e-mail 
to commence. Views can be submitted in a structured way and all 
responses viewed.  

c Groups  

eds of the working popu

groups within Medway, highlighted below, which the Council woul
re volved in the planning process.  

un  People 

ng people represent both the present and the future of Medway, although
metimes been difficult to involve them in a way that is meaningful to th

rki g with youth groups has strengthened there relationships in recent y
abled many young people to contribute their views - for instance to the 
tion of the Sustainable Community Strategy - on issues such as leisure, 

d nightlife. T
made up of 13-18 year olds. In partnership with a number of local organisations, 
the Council hosts an annual youth Parliament conference.  ‘MiX it Online’ is a 
web page dedic
people. It is a site where

  
Older People 

Senior organisations working with the Council and others have enabled many 
older people to contribute their views, for instance on issues such as practical 
assistance, fear of crime, and transport.  

 Equalities Working Group 
 

3
iew the actions taken in response to the Race Equality Review and commen

er actions needed. The terms of references of the Working Group were 
ed to involve the Black Workers Forum, the Disabled Workers Forum and
qualities groups as appropriate on a regular basis. The name
g Group has been change

in
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3.16 The Co ultation 

carried
availab avoided 
where  to public participation on the 

DF can be achieved. If you would like to join the LDF consultation database 
ple f this 
docum
consult ils”. 

 
3.17 The ad

level an
to be w

 
3.18   addition, all relevant LDF documents are published on the Council’s web-site, 

and e
e-mail.
forum t
representations, where appropriate.  
 

4.  Management 
 

e 

under the supervision of the 
Development Plans and Research Manager.  Also contributing to the work, at 

the Design and Conservation team, the Integrated Transport 
team, and the Development Management team. Some elements of work will be 

e 

 
5. Pu e 

LD

r the preparation and adoption of development plan documents is 
w and essentially involves four stages. 

 
 
 

 

uncil has established a consultation database where all the cons
 out by the council goes onto one database.  Results of consultation are 
le to all Council departments and duplication of survey work is 
possible. In this sense a corporate approach

L
ase contact us using one of the methods identified at the front and back o

ent. Similarly, please let us know if you are already on the LDF 
ation database and want to either amend or remove your contact deta

vantages are that additional resources can be accessed at a corporate 
d used where appropriate timetables can be met, and resources will not 
asted by duplication of survey work. 

In
 p ople have the opportunity to make representations both in writing and by 

 The Council will also use the Local Strategic Partnership (LSP) as a 
o consult the wider community, for raising issues and making 

Resources &

4,1 The overall responsibility for the preparation of the Local Development 
Framework lies with the Planning Policy and Design Manager on behalf of th
Assistant Director.  The team responsible for the production of the LDF is the 
Development Plans and Research team 

key stages, are 

resourced by the use of external consultants. The use of consultants on specific 
projects is required where there is a lack of expertise or capacity in house. Based 
on the division's current service planning, sufficient staff and budgetary 
resources are in place to ensure delivery of the LDF and these resources can b
managed in such a way as to deal with most unforeseen circumstances and 
peaks in workload required to meet the timetable. 

blic Participation During the Main Stages of Preparing th
F 
 

5.1 The process fo
illustrated belo
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The Development Plan Document Process 
 

 
 

.2 The Pre-production and survey stage includes the preparation of the LDS, 
which describes the various documents to be produced, the timetable for their 
preparation and adoption and the resources needed to prepare them.  In each 
case the Council has to collect the necessary data to develop a robust evidence 
base for the plan and provide the baseline for the Sustainability Appraisal 
process. This is usually referred to as the SA/SEA. 

 
5.3 There are benefits in involving the community at this stage to begin informal 

discussions around key issues.  The d out with the Local Strategic 
Partnership and others as necessary and appropriate.  The Partnership is made 
up of almost 200 partner organisatio ting a wide cross section of the 

 
5

se are carrie

ns, represen
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community.  T mal and informal 
level will be carried through all stages of the LDF process. 

 
5.4 The Production stage involves developing with stakeholders and the 

community, the vision, objectives and spatial options for the plan.  These need to 
be developed through public consultation and participation.  There are three 
categories of documents involved at this stage, the SCI, Development Plan 
Documents (DPDs) and Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs).  

 
5.5 Methods of engagement to be used for each of these categories are described 

below. 
 

 Statement of Community Involvement 
 
5.6 This  revised SCI  has been subjected to full public participation. It  was 

publicised by a notice in the press, published on the council’s web site and 
placed on deposit in the Council’s offices (See fig 2) Notification of the public 
consultation, together with a weblink to all relevant documentation,  was sent to 
the bodies identified in Appendix A. 

 
5.7 All views on the draft of the SCI have been considered and the document 

amended where necessary.  The Council has published its reasons for accepting 
or rejecting the points raised.  This revised SCI does not need to be examined 
nor submitted to the Secretary of State.  It has been  adopted by the Council and 
placed on the Councils web site and in Council Offices and Libraries.  

he participation of the Partnership at both a for



 

SCI Consultation Methods 
Consultation Adoption   
stage 

Dissemination of information.   
Statutory notice in Press a a 
All documents available on the web site.  a a 
Deposit of documents in Council offices and 
Libraries a a 
Staffed exhibitions in locations throughout the 

13  

 
 

Development Plan Documents (DPD) 
 

5.8  Written notification of draft documents will be sent directly to the bodies identified 
in Appendix A and published on the Councils web-site. The methods for Public 
participation are contained in the table below.  All views received will be 
considered and if appropriate, subsequent drafts will reflect upon and take on 
board the comments and issues raised. The Council will publish its reasons for 
accepting or rejecting points made.  

 
5.9 All will be subject to full public participation. They will be publicised by a notice in 

the press, published on the Council’s website and placed on deposit in Council 
offices.  

 
5.10 Medway Council will make representations about site allocations available for 

inspections at public libraries and at council offices. It will publish such 
representations on its website and advertise them in a local newspaper stating 
that the representations are available for inspection and the places and times at 
which they can be inspected.  Copies of all representations will be sent to the 
Secretary of State before the independent examination takes place.  

 

M dway Area.  e a  

Press releases a a 
Articles in Medway Matters   
Send notification and web link to documents to 
individuals and bodies as necessary a a 
Making available on request for large print 
version of documents, Braille and in different 
languages. 

a a  

Specifically identify and communicate with BME 
and disabled groups. a a 
Participation - Continuous Community 
Involvement   

Discussions with LSP   
Programme of public meetings, round table or 
forums on large or controversial sites or issues.    

Discussions and correspondence with 
developers and other interested parties seeking 
to promote or object to specific development or 
specific policies.  

a  

Workshops with interested groups and 
stakeholders.   

Discussion with LDF Advisory Group  a  
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5.11 l views will be taken into account in 
t versions of the Deve  Do ing 

repared.  The Council will publish a summary of r th or 
accepting or rejecting the points raised at the end of each public consultation. 

 

 
Supple
 

.12 planning 
authority to decide whether to prepare them.  Consequently, they do not need to 

Following each stage of public consultation, al
the preparation of subsequen lopment Plan

esponses and 
cument be

e reasons fp

Development Plan Documents (DPDs)  
Options Pr
Stage  Strate

eferred 
gy  

posed 
bmission  

m Adopt Pro
Su

Exa 

     Dissemination of 
information.
Statu ss tory notice in Pre  a a   a a a
All documents available on 

 
mentary Planning Documents (SPD) 

SPDs are not a statutory requirement and it is a matter for each local 5

web.   a a   a a a
Deposit of documents in 
Council offices and Libraries a a a a 

 
 

Staffed exhibitions in 
locations throughout the 
Medway Area.  

a a    

Press releases a a a   
Articles in Medway Matters      
Send notification and 
documents to individuals and 
bodies as necessary 

a a a  

 

a 

 

a
Making available on request 
for  large print version of 
documents, Braille and in 
different languages. 

a a a 
 

a 
a 

 

Specifically identify and 
communicate with BME and 
disabled groups. 

a a a 
 
 

 
 

Participation - Continuous 
Community Involvement      

Discussions with LSP a a    
Programme of public 
meetings, round table or 
forums on large or 
controversial sites or issues.  

a a    

Discussions and 
correspondence with 
developers and other 
interested parties seeking to 
promote or object to specific 
development or specific 
polic .  ies

 a    

Workshops with interested 
groups holders.  and stake a a    

Discussion with LDF 
Advisory Group including 
officers and members.  

a a    
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.13  Forthcoming SPDs may justify the targeting of specific groups depending on 

ver.  It is difficult to set out the 
acted in advance. However, in a recent 

consultation event for Lodge Hill a nu  s nd isa
by the developer

follow the full procedure set out for other parts of the LDF.  Only one period of 
public participation is required and they are not subject to an independent 
examination before being adopted. 

5
what topic and location the SPD is intended to co
key organisations that may be cont

mber of key takeholders a  organ tions 
were contacted . A li gro u d in 

.   

oc ts (SPD

st of these ups can be fo n
Appendix B

 
 

Supplementary Plan D umen s) 
A) Dissemination of Information 
A1. Statutory notices in the local press. a 
A2. Making all documents ble on the website. a availa

A3. Deposit all documents uncil Of a  in Co fices 

A4. Staffed exhibitions in locations throughout the Medway Area. 
usually be in village or comm halls, ch alls, 

buildings according to availability. 

 These will unity urch h
schools or other public 
A5. Press release
appear in the local press.
according to availability. 

s containing sufficient information for an article to 
 T ctual or other public buildings a he a

A6. Articles in Medway Matters the Councils ne
circulated free to all local households every 6 

wspaper, which is 
weeks.  

A7. Send notification an
as necessary. 

d documentation to individuals and bodies  a
A8. Making availabl
different languages if requested: a system is in place that ca
with requests

e large print version of documents, Braille and 
n cope 

 from people who don’t have English as a first 

 

language (EFL) 
A9. Specifically identify an communicate with ethnic minorities and  d 
disability groups. 
A10. Use of site notices fo specific s. a r site-  issue

B) Participation- Continu  Commu Involvement. ous nity 
B1. Discussions with Loca tegic Partnership. a l Stra

B2. Programme of public meetings, roundtables or forums on large 
ial sites or issues. a or controvers

B3. Discussions 
interested parties seeking to promote or object t
development or specific 

and correspondence with developers and other 
o specific 

policies. 
a 

B4. Workshops involving
provide an early inp
spec

 schools and other interested parties to 
ut into the formulation of proposals for a 

a. The Council has already used these 
 of  particip . 

a 
ific site or action are

workshops as methods public ation
B5. The LDF Advisory Group has been established which consists 

ficers s respon ity for overseeing the 
Nece  decisio ich need to be made 

 process will be the subject of resolutions by the 

a of Councillors and of
progress of the LDF. 
throughout the LDF

. It ha
ssary

sibil
ns wh

Cabinet and Council after consideration by the LDF Advisory 
Group. 
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5.14  s 
wed.   

5.15    publication stage, a statement setting out the 
number of representations received and a summary of them will be submitted 

 
5.16 

y the 
rticipate in the Examination. Afterwards the Inspector will prepare 

a report setting out recommended changes the Council should make to the 
Development Plan Document before adopting it. 

 
5.17 Report will be the subject of publicity and 

 
5.18 w receipt of the tor’s 

d of a SPD will be the subject of 

 
5.19 he timetable in the 

n  the 
i  report 

 
5.20 how  the 

e ment 

The Examination is an assessment of the soundness of the DPD in terms of it
content and whether the correct processes and procedures have been follo
 If representations were made at the 

with the document to the Secretary of State.  

An independent planning Inspector holds a Public Examination into the 
"soundness" of the document. The Inspector will determine the procedure for the 
examination and those who have made representations may be invited, b
Inspector, to pa

The examination and Inspector’s 
notification. 

Adoption and entry of a DPD into the LDF will follo Inspec
report.  The adoption of these documents an
publicity and notification.   

Monitoring will be carried out annually of the progress against t
LDS, the effectiveness of LDF policies, the rate of housing provisio
need for changes to the SCI.  This is done through the Annual mon
which is published and formally reported to the Council. 

, and
toring

 A copy of the most up to date Local Development Scheme that s s
programme and timetable for the preparation of Medway’s Local D
Framework can be found at: 
http://www.m

velop

edway.gov.uk/pdf/Medway%20local%20development%20scheme.p
df
 
 

6. 
 
6.1 portant for key plann

 importance that the tary of 
project.  They will be 

 very few in numbe
 
6.2  cal 

may rsede 
 this oach 

ce issued some

 
 
 
6.3  es  for 

 o munity 
ach st ge of 
ken for the 
ed approach 

ions, which should be 
t to wider community involvement. 

.4  In summary, these ‘tiers’ are as described below. 

Consultations on key planning applications 

Pre-applications discussions are particularly im
applications.  Some applications will be of such

ing 
 Secre

State (SoS) will designate them as a major infrastructure 
subject to an inquiry process.  However they are r. 

The Government also intends to make pre-application consultation with lo
communities a statutory requirement. When this is brought in it 
this part of the SCI. Notwithstanding this, the Council advocates
utilising a tiered approach originally advocated in guidan

 supe
 appr

 years 
ago. 

Tiered Approach  

The tiered approach relates to the setting and use of indicative thr
determining which applications are to be subject to different types
involvement and the level of community involvement required at e
the planning process. The level of consultation that will be underta
various types of planning application will vary accordingly. The tier
sets out an indicative framework for those planning applicat
subjec

holds
f com

a

6
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• Major Development Plan Departures - those that are seen to depart 

as of 
oss shopping floor space of not 

less than 2,500 square metres, which will exceed 20,000 square 

Tier Level 2 

6.6 
ept where the council can reasonably justify why, for 

a particular application, the approach to wider community involvement can be 

 of factors such as their 
nature, size or location 

 
 

Country Planning (Consultation) (England) Direction 2009 – any 
proposal for development of any playing field owned by the Council or 

Tier Level 3 

6.7 

ll 
marginally below the thresholds identified under Tiers 1 and 2 

 

• Other applications – to encompass lower thresholds for non-
her types of specific development. For 

, small employment/business development within residential 
areas, change of use of A1 retail uses to other ‘non-retail’ uses in 

 

 

Tier Level 1 

6.5 Major planning applications classified as tier 1 may be expected to allow the 
widest level of community involvement. The following types of applications are 
likely to be considered tier 1: 

from the Development Plan 
• Schedule 1 developments – those schemes where an Environmental 

Impact Assessment is always required as they are likely to have 
significant effects on the environment 

• Applications that include the provision of gross shopping floor are
20,000 square metres or greater; or gr

metres.  
 

 
Those major applications referred to as tier 2 are likely to be subject to wider 
community involvement exc

waived. These may include the following: 
• Schedule 2 developments – those applications where an 

Environmental Impact Assessment may be required as they are likely 
to have an effect on the environment by virtue

• Development proposals that relate to a site of 5 hectares or more of
Greenfield land, or comprise 150 dwellings or more regardless of the
size of the site 

• Development proposed on playing fields as set out in the Town and 

used by an educational institution  
 

 
Tier 3 major applications are likely to be determined on a ‘site-by-site’ basis at a 
local level: 

• Applications of a local significance such as those which: fa

• Applications that fall within sites that are ‘sensitive’ to development
pressures – development adjoining a listed building; substantial 
demolition in a Conservation Area; loss of allotment land; loss of 
employment land for housing; and development on windfall sites 

conforming uses and ot
example

neighbourhood centres and telecommunication development in 
‘sensitive’ areas 

• Applications that will have transport implications and will require a 
Transport Assessment to accompany the submitted planning 
application.  
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Consultation approach to the three tiers 

Approach 

Tier 1: Applications where Tier 2: Applications broadly 

or detail and ‘other’ 

nex 1 of circular 07/99 

Tier 3: Applications of a 
area 

 

involvement; applications 
e 
 

pressures and allocated 

 local 

there are considerable 
issues of scale and 
controversy or contrary to 
or out of line with 

in accordance with 
Development Plan BUT 
raising controversial issue 

scale or development 
for which a LPA requires
winder community 

Development Plan (LDF or 
Area Action Plan) policy (as 
defined by Regulation 3 (a)-

Departures not covered by 
Regulation 3 (a)-(c) in 
An

that fall within sites that ar
‘sensitive’ to development

(c) in Annex 1 of circular 
07/99 

sites that may not have 
generated significant 
objection through the
plan process 

Public Meetings a   
Public Exhibition a a  
Surgeries a a  
Development Briefs a   
Worksh a   ops 

Enquiry by Design 
and/ Planning for a a   or 
real 
Citizen a a 

Panels a  
Consultation Panel a   
Parish Councils a a a 
Media  aa  
Website a a a 
Local architectural o
Design Panel 

r 
a a a 

Planning Aid a a  
Specialist community 
engagement with 
groups  or
organisations with 
expert technical 
and/or local 
know geled

a a a 

 
e range and types of available consultation approaches, the table6.8  Given th   above 

provide
approp te  
application of 
community Tier 
3’. The o  
means  c . 

 
Protocol  

 
6.9 Medway C lopers 

to provi e 
propos .

• The
•  The formal planning application stage.  

 
Pre-application stage – Meetings with developers to discuss the protocol   

 

s an indication of the methods for community engagement that may be 
ria  for each ‘tier’ of application. For example, it is expected that ‘Tier 1’

s will, by their very nature and ‘significance’, call for a higher level 
 engagement when compared to an application which may fall in ‘

to theref re the ‘ticks’ in the boxes in figure 5 are merely illustrative as 
 of onsultation and should not be interpreted as being prescriptive

ouncil intends to follow a specific protocol that will enable deve
a good level of pd re-application community involvement in their major 

als   The protocol involves two main stages: 
 Pre-application stage; and 
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6.10 On a site speci  a method statement 
which details h it  
formal planning  mad l how
local groups an on ity fected 
by the develop ria dv
with specialist g ca
knowledge. The document will detail t elo
example, works ity groups, questionnaires
and wider consultations.  It must allow for a wide debate with

 have realistic aspirations.  The Developer can involve a third party to 
e this consultation work on their behalf. efore a formal planni  
n is submitted eveloper will be s ly encouraged to su mit a 

 report to Medway Council confirming the consultation methods 
ed, the results of the ltation and how the developers intend to t ke these 

ccount whe mitting a formal pla g application.  The esults of 
nsultation will be publicly reported and taken into account in 

sions made by the Council. 

pplication ‘b measures for major applications are recommended 
at appendix C.  It is considered that this approach should be adopted and 

pers are expecte pply all 10 metho community involv t as 

e that applicatio e unlikely to fall into the ‘nationally significant 
infrastructure’ category as defined within the Planning Act.  However, loper’s 

drawn to the requirements of Part 5 o  the Planning Act 2 uty to 
onsult local community t requires the applicant to produce a con

r this repo ccompany the ap ion. The report must include 
 of any relevant r ses received by plicant. These re ments 

laced upon promoters and are recommen as best practice within this 
 applicatio at fall under the n lly significant threshold.  

lanning application - check how the pre–application consultations feeds 
plication proc

 planning process generates a wide-ranging requirement for consultations in 
nnection with the various types of planning applications that are received. The 

responsibility for publicising applica lly falls with the Local Planning 

g 

fic basis developers will be asked to produce
ow they will consult w
 application being
d a wide cross secti

ment. Where approp
roups and organisatio

hops with commun

h the local community
e. This must detai
 of the local commun
te, developers are a
ns with expert techni
he methods the dev

in advance of a 
 they are to reach 
 who will be af
ised to make contact 
l and/or local 
per will use. For 
, 1 to 1 meetings 
in the community 

and
undertak B ng
applicatio  the d trong b
fully detailed
us consu

b
a

views into a n su nnin  r
any such co
deci

 
6.11 Some pre-a asic’ 

develo d to a ds of emen
set out.  
 

6.12     It may b ns ar
 dev
008 (D

e
attention is 
c

f
) tha

 a
sultation 

report, and fo
details

rt to
espon

plica
the ap

t
quire

are p ded 
ationaSCI for major

  
Formal p
into the ap

 
6.13 The

co

ns th

ess 

tions norma
Authority (LPA). General guidance on publicising planning applications is set out 
in Circular 15/92 and more recently the Town and Country Plannin
(Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2010 (DMPO).  Thes
give practical advice on when to use the three types of publicity currently in us
i.e. neighbour notification, site and press notice. In most circumstances
representations about planning applications are restricted to a period of 21 da
from notification. However, such bodies as Natural England will be allow

e 
e 

 
ys 

ed a 
longer period of time to comment on applications where this is prescribed by 

 

  

e notice on any adjoining 
ow /

6.15 Wit  y Brownfield development sites.  
Working with our European partners on a project called REVIT2 and covering 

           

legislation.
 
6.14 It is a requirement for all major planning applications to mount a site display on or 

near the land for at least 21 days before determining the application, publish a 
local advertisement in The Press and to serv

ner occupier.1

hin the Council area there are a number of ke

                                      
1 Town and Country (General Development Procedure) Order 1995.Article 8 
2 www.revit-nweurope.org. 



 

20  

case 

 
6.16 ntial 

ns, 

 
7. 
 

7.1  

y bring 
ority (LPA), developer and key stakeholders, 

nt 
. 

d 

cities in Germany, Holland, France and Wales a tool kit3 has been developed 
setting out best practice in community participation and involvement. It uses 
studies as a basis for the tool kit. The tool kit is endorsed by this SCI and the 
methods it describes should be used where appropriate.   

The Council recognises that all new development will need access to esse
service provision and therefore providers will be consulted on major applicatio
where appropriate.  

Other Matters 

Role of Planning Performance Agreements  
 
Planning Performance Agreements (PPAs) were formally introduced into the 
planning system in 2008 and are about improving the quality of planning 
applications and the decision making process through collaboration. The
together the Local Planning Auth
preferably at an early stage, to work together in partnership throughout the 
planning process. They are essentially a collaborative project management 
process tool that provides greater certainty and transparency to the developme
of scheme proposals, the planning application assessment and decision-making
 
A7.2  TLAS, the HCA’s Advisory Team for Large Applications, provides a free service 
to Local Planning Authorities, the private sector and other stakeholders who are 
dealing with large scale and complex development proposals. The team can 
offer Local Authorities advice on a broad range of issues relating to the delivery 
of large predominantly residential projects and aims to provide a service that will 
support partners in tackling obstacles and improve relationships. The services 
range from helping partners with visioning and masterplanning, to more specific 
tasks including project management advice, advice on the planning process an
addressing technical project issues. Further guidance regarding ATLAS and 
PPA’s can be found on the ATLAS web site:  
http://www.atlasplanning.com/page/about_atlas.cfm

 
 Developer Contributions 
 

Medway Council's Guide to Developer Contributions, a Supplementary Planning 
Document

7.3 

 
7.4 

 any necessary comments will be fed back into the process for 

7.5  

                                                

4 sets out what obligations and contributions will be required for future 
developments. Developers are expected to take account of, and meet the 
requirements of this document before submitting planning applications to the 
Council. It is designed to help them know what the Council is likely to require for 
new developments in Medway.  This document will continue to be regularly 
reviewed and updated and the consultation process will be similar to that for all 
Supplementary Planning Documents as outlined earlier in this document.  

Where planning obligations have formed part of the consultation on planning 
applications
reviewing the Developer Contributions Guide.  

 
The last government introduced a Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) whereby 
local authorities are now empowered, but not required, to impose a levy on most 
types of new development in their areas. The new Coalition Government has 
endorsed the CIL.  Medway Council anticipates adopting a Charging Schedule 

 

/environmentandplanning/planning/developercontributions.aspx
3 Available form the Council   
4 http://www.medway.gov.uk   

http://www.revit-nweurope.org/
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 work 

 

raisal. 
 

ore Strategy indicates how policies are to be 
m. It also sets out indicators to monitor these 

 annually on core indicators in 

the 
 

 

 
7.9 

7.10  

 

ership, community 
Minorities 

prived neighbourhoods in Medway and the Local 

7.12  
 

of which overlap) 

 

7.14 As indicated above a new Localism Bill was presented to Parliament and 
ssent in November 2011 to become an Act. The Act has 

and relevant levy by autumn 2013.  There will be rounds of public consultation
but these will be detailed separately.  

The SCI and the Monitoring and Implementation Frame
 
7.6 The Council has a Monitoring and Implementation Framework (MIF) derived from

work undertaken to provide a baseline position for both the Core Strategy and 
the sustainability app

7.7  The MIF set out in the C
implemented, by when and by who
policies. As indicated above, the Council reports

e Annual Monitoring Report.  th
 

7.8 The Sustainability Appraisal also includes a monitoring framework to monitor 
performance of the Council’s spatial strategy in order to ensure more sustainable
development is secured. The MIF therefore builds on these existing processes, 
rather than establishing an additional framework and this will be reported in the
AMR.  

In this way the public can be informed of progress with implementing the LDF 
nd whether any review of policies or proposals within it are justified.  a

 
Wider community involvement 
 
The Sustainable Community Strategy has been subject to extensive consultation
with the community, community groups and stakeholder organisations. The 
Partnership Plenary, the wider Local Strategic Partnership representing about 
450 organisations and individuals has met twice to consider the developing Core
Strategy. This was at the strategy development and draft strategy stages. Over 
100 organisations and individuals attended on each occasion. Consultation also 
took place with Medway Voice, an extended Local Strategic Partnership Board, 
the Youth Parliament, Medway Older People’s Partn
representatives, Councillors, the Council’s Disability Forum, the Ethnic 
Forum, three of the most de
Strategic Partnership Thematic Partnerships. 
 

7.11  Some of these consultations have been carried out jointly with the Local 
Transport Plan in order to ensure that these long-term strategies work together. 
 
We have also drawn on other recent consultations covering local people’s 
priorities, the results of the recent Medway resident’s opinion poll and the Ofsted
Tellus survey of children and young people. The draft strategy was posted onto 
the LSP area of the Council’s website which resulted in comments from 
members of the public. 
 

7.13 This first revision of the SCI will be consulted on at the same time as the 
Publication Draft Core Strategy and using the same consultation methods.  In 
this way, an open invitation will be given to all groups (many 
who were involved in the SCS and Core Strategy process to comment on the 
content and delivery of the Statement of Community Involvement. 

The Localism Bill/Act 
 

received the Royal A
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od Planning documents below the Local 
Plan or LDF. The Council will seek to engage positively with local communities 

 in this 
Statement of Community Involvement. 

 

made only limited changes to the development planning system but it has 
introduced a new layer of Neighbourho

on neighbourhood plans in accordance with the principles set out
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M  - Development Management 
 
DPD  - Development Plan Document 
 
EFL  - English as a First Language 
 
EIP  - Examination In Public   
 
LDD   - Local Development Document 
 
LDF  - Local Development Framework 
 
LSP  - Local Strategic Partnership 
 
LDS  - Local Development Scheme 
 
LPA  - Local Planning Authority 
 
RSS  -  Regional Spatial Strategy   
 
SCS  - Sustainable Communities Strategy 
 
SoS  - Secretary of State 
 
SCI  - Statement of Community Involvement 
 
SEA  - Strategic Environmental Assessment 
 
SPD   - Supplementary Planning Document 
 
SA  - Sustainability Appraisal  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Glossary 

 
D
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ppendix A 
 

his is a list of bodies, some of which the Council is required to consult, plus other 
odies that it may consult should it be thought necessary to do so. This list is not 

sultation process.  

• 02 Airwave 

 BC Pr ect 

Communities in 
ural K t 

• Adams Homes Associates 
DE R ident

• Aerotation 

n 

• Alan Dawney Coach Hire 

• Allhallows Parish Council 
 

 
ask ted

lzheim r’s So

made  Nigh
• p Ltd 
• Anchor Trust 
• Annington Property Ltd 
• Apnar Ghar 
• Aramark Plc 
• Arethusa Venture Centre 
• Arriva Southern Counties 
• Arts Council SE England 
• ASD Coaches Ltd 
• Aylesford Parish Council 
• Barton Willmore Planning Partnership
• Batcheller Thacker 
• BEBCAR (uk) Ltd 
• Bellway Homes 
• Berkeley Homes 
• Berkeley Leisure Group 
• Biffa 

• Big Lottery Fund 
• Birling Parish Council 
• Blackbushe School of Flying 
• Bloomfields Ltd 

Bond Pearce 
Boxley Parish Council 
Bredhurst Parish Council 

• Brett Aggregates Western 
• Bride Hall Developments Ltd 
• Bridge Wardens College 
• Brimble Lea 
• British Archaeological Society 
• British Horse Society N& W Kent. 
• British Sign and Grapics Association 
• British Waterways SE 

h Wind Energy Association 
• Brown Group 
• Bryant Homes - South East 

 Parish Council 

elopment Ltd 
• C T C 
• Cabair Flying Schools Ltd 
• CABE 
• Cable & Wireless 
• Calverton Flying Group Ltd 
• Capstone Park Volunteers 
• Carter Jonas 
• Castle Point Borough Council 
• CBI 
• CBRE 
• CEMEX 
• Cemex (UK) Limited 
• Centre for Kentish Studies 
• Chalkwell Garage & Coach Hire 
• Chatham & Aylesford Liberal 

Democrats 
• Chatham Historic Dockyard 

Trust 

 
A

 
T
b
exhaustive and can be added to as a result of this con
 
 

• 118 Twydall Lane 
• 20 Slade Close 
• A oj
• Accent28 Limited 
• Action with 

• 
• 

R en • 

• A es s Association 

• Age Concern Medway Ltd 
• Ahmadiyya Muslim Association 
• Aircraft Owners & Pilots 

associatio
• Airport Operators Association 
• Airworks Services • Britis

• Alec's Express Travel Ltd 

• Alliance Environment & 
• BSK 
• BT 

Planning Ltd
• Allt  Limi  

• Burham
• Burnett Planning & 

• A e ciety  (Rainham  
(Kent) Support Group) 

Dev

• A us t Club 
AMEC Grou

• Chatham Historic Dockyard 
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Volunteer Service 
Maritime Trust 

• Chatham Telephony Centre 
• Chattenden Community Project 

• Church in Society 

ociety 
rity 

ods Parish 

s 

ay 

ncil 

ited 
• roperty 

wer Road 

 
ches 

enda 

 
ncil 

 Association 
sociates Ltd 

ciates Limited 

 R Stacey 

• Davis Brown 
• Deanland Airfield 
• Defence Infrastructure 

Organisation 

• Delphi Diesel Systems 
e 

ion and 

 

 Health 

 

es ltd 
 

ility Rights Commission 
kside Outlet Centre 

roup 
• 

n Property 

hes Housing 

sh Heritage 
 Partnerships - (London) 

artnerships HQ 

• ity Forum 
's 

ation 

• Chatham 

• Christ Church - Luton 
• Church Commissioners for 

England 

• DEFRA (C/O GOSE) 
• Delce Manor Housing Co-

operative Limited 

• CI Holdings 
• City of Rochester S

tho• Civil Aviation Au
• Cleanaway 
• Cliffe and Cliffe Wo

Council 
• Cluttons 
• Cobham Parish Council 
• Connexions Chatham Acces

Point 
• Connexions Kent and Medw

(HQ) 
• Constantine Construction Co 

(Medway) Ltd 
Construction•  Engineering 
School 

• Cooling Parish Cou
• Costain Limited 
• Country Land & Business 

Association (CLA) 
• Countryside Maritime Lim

Countryside P
• Court Lodge, Lo
• Courtley Consultants Ltd 

CPRE Hoo Peninsula • 
• CPRE Kent 
• CPRE Medway 
• Creative Environmental 

Networks (CEN) 
• Croudace Ltd
• Crystal's Coa
• Culture South East c/o Ag

UK Ltd 
• Cuxton Countryside Group
• Cuxton Parish Cou
• CVS Medway 
• CWS South East Co-op 
• Cycling England 
• Darland Residents
• David Hicken As
• David Jarvis Asso
• David Lock Associates 
• David

• Denham Aerodrom
• Department for Educat

Skills 
• Department for Transport Rail

Sub-Group 
• Department of
• Derwent Housing Association 

Limited 
• Development & Residential

Consulting 
• Development Land Servic
• DHA Planning
• Dialogue 
• Dickens Country Protection 

Society 
• Diggerland Ltd 
• Diocese of Rochester - T&CP 

Policy 
• Disability Information 
• Disab
• Doc
• Donaldsons 
• DPDS Consulting G

DTI 
• DTZ 
• DTZ Pieda Consulting 
• Dunedi
• EDF Energy 
• EDF Energy 
• Elliott-Medway Fineline 
• English Churc

Group 
• Engli
• English
• English P
• Entec UK Ltd 
• Entergy Power Group 
• Environment Agency 
• Essex County Council 

Ethnic Minor
• Ethnic Minority Senior Citizen

Associ
• Eurobell West Kent Ltd 
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• 

 

• pean Airways Ltd 

mission SE 

rust 
 Gallery 

• ransport Association 
nd SE Region 

way) 

unity Association 
 

• bury, Upnor & 

• ings) Ltd 

• l 

y and 

lliance 
s 

y Ltd 

• ll Club 

 

•  Warren Partnership 
il 

ssociates  
way 

uncil 

ster Volunteer 

• gates 

• d Surveyors 

ous Installations Directorate 

• Ltd 
Association 

entre 
• hein (UK) Holdings 

 
• 

 

ast 
s Hub 

n 

base Ltd 
h Council 
 

ommunities Agency 
ciates 

panies 
ociation Limited 

ncil 

• 

Faithdean PLC 
• Farleigh Coaches 
• Federation  of Small 

Businesses 
• Findsbury & Wainscott

Community Assn 
First Euro

• Firstgroup PLC 
• Forestry Com

England Consevancy 
• Fort Amherst Heritage T
• Frances Iles
• Frankie and Benny's 

Freight T
London a

• Friends of the Earth (Med
• Frindsbury and Wainscott 

Comm
• Frindsbury Extra Parish Council

Frinds
Chattenden PCC 
Fuel Oils (Hold

• Fuji Copain UK Ltd 
Fuji Sea

• Fusion Ltd 
• FWCA Frindsbur

Wainscott Community 
Association 

• Gala Clubs 
• Gateway Knowledge A
• General Aviation Awarenes

Council 
• George Webb Finn 
• Gerald Eve 
• GHG Consultanc
• Gillingham Business Park 

Gillingham Footba
• GL Hearn 
• GNER Holdings Ltd
• Go-Ahead Group 

Graham
• Gravesham Borough Counc
• Green Issues 
• Gregory Gray A
• Groundwork Kent & Med
• GVA Grimley 
• Habinteg Housing Association 

Ltd 
• Hallam Land Management 

Limited 
• Halling Parish Co

• Hands Roche
Bureau 

• Hanover Housing Association 
Hanson Aggre

• Hanson-Tower Ltd 
• Harlequin Ltd 

Harrisons Chartere
• Hartlip Parish Council 
• HE Services 
• Health and Safety Executive - 

Hazard
(West Sussex) 
Heli-charter 

• Hempstead Residents 
• Hempstead Valley Shopping C

Henry Sc
• High Halstow Parish Council

Higham Parish Council 
• Highways Agency 
• Hillreed Homes
• Hindu Sabha 
• Historic Dockyard & South E

Museum
• HM Prison Cockham Wood 
• HM Prison Services 

HND Lt• d 
• Holiday Inn (Rochester) 
• n Home Builders Federatio
• Home Builders Federatio
• Home from Home 
• Home Office 
• Home
• Hoo St Werburgh Paris
• Hope in the Community
• Housing 21 
• Homes and C
• Howard Hutton and Asso
• HSBC 
• Hunting Consortium of Com
• Hyde Housing Ass
• Iceni Projects Limited 
• ICM Plastic Moulding Ltd 
• ING 
• Inland Revenue 
• IPS International LTD 
• Isle of Grain Parish Cou
• Iwade Parish Council 
• J Sainsbury plc 
• Jaycrest Ltd 
• JobcentrePlus 

John Divine 
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Co 

tes 
• se Elderly Association 

• 
Limited 

Biological Records 

• mic Board 
cue 

ing & Skills 

• ansport 

era 

 Trust 
• de Fastrack 

iety 
ntre 

ciation For Spina Bifida & 
lus 

ish Councils 
• re Association
• nity Housing Trust 

l for Voluntary Youth 

e 
tion Group 

l - Planning 
AONB Unit 

bilities 

ss 
 Service HQ 

e 

iation 

state Department) 

•  Ramgarhia Darbar - Gurdwara 
rk (KRAN)

• iance Building Society 

il 
• kish Welfare Association 

lanning & 
ervices  

 (Southern) 

es 
• 
•  

ion 

 Components 
Co (Gillingham) Ltd 

•  Forum 

ing Contractors 

g 
s Commission - SE 

ank PLC 

alstow Parish Council 

tone Borough Council 
d Partners 

gency 

aurants 
ale Estuary Partnership

 Group 

• John Sharkey & 
• Jones Day 
• Judith Ashton Associa

K Ying Chine
• Kala Kendra 

Keith Hammond 
• Kelsey Housing Association 
• Kent & Medway 

Centre 
Kent & Medway Econo

• Kent & Medway Fire and Res
Services 

• Kent & Medway Learn
Council 
Kent & Medway Rural Tr
Partnership 

• Kent & Medway Safety Cam
Partnership 

• Kent Air Ambulance Trust 
• Kent Ambulance NHS

Kent and Thamesi
• Kent Archaeological Soc
• Kent Architecture Ce
• Kent Asso

Hydrocepha
• Kent Association of Par

Kent Bangladesh Welfa
Kent Commu

• Kent Counci
Service 

• Kent County Council - Heritag
Conserva

• Kent County Counci
• Kent Downs 
• Kent Energy Centre 
• Kent Ethnic Minorities Disa

Forum 
• Kent Expre
• Kent Fire and Rescue
• Kent Islamic Centr
• Kent Malayalee Association 
• Kent Multicultural Community 

Association 
• Kent Muslim Welfare Assoc
• Kent Ornithological Society 
• Kent Police (E
• Kent Probation Service (HQ) 

Kent
• Kent Refugee Action Netwo

Kent Rel
• Kent RIGS Group M 

• Kent Rural Community Counc
Kent Tur

• Kent Wildlife Trust 
• Kent Youth 
• Kevin Wise Town P

Development S
• Keystone Centre 
• KGB Cleaning Services

Ltd 
• King George V Memorial Hous

Kings Ferry 
Kingsley House

• Kingsley Smith 
• Kingsley Smith & Co 
• Kingsnorth Power Station 
• KTI Energy Ltd 
• KTNC Medway Group 
• Kut-O Chinese Associat
• L & Q Beaver Ltd 
• L C P Automotive
• L Robinson & 
• La Leche League Of Rochester 

LA21 Transport
• Lafarge Cement UK 
• Lambe & Evans Build

Ltd 
• Lambert Smith Hampton 
• Lapthorne industries 
• LAW Leasing Ltd 
• Lee Evans Plannin
• Legal Service
• Levvel 
• Lilliput Childcare 
• Littman Robeson 
• Lloyds TSB B
• Lloyds TSB Life Assurance Co Ltd 
• Locate in Kent 
• Lower H
• Luddesdown Parish Council 
• M Logistics International 
• M Y Cartons Ltd 
• Mackays of Chatham Plc 
• Maids
• Malcolm Judd an
• Marine and Fisheries A
• Marks & Spencer plc 
• McCarthy & Stone 
• McDonalds Rest
• Medway & Sw
• Medway Access



 

28  

ean Association 
 

 
 

Self-help 

•  Citizens Advise Bureau 

• ommunity Living Services 
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• cation Business 

• ic Minority Forum 

 

• ith Action 

ion 

• 

Forum 

•  Providers Forum 
l Equality Council 

iation 
are 

• ns Conservation 

ntion 

up 

• Medway Afro Caribb
(Gillingham)

• Medway Arthritis Self Help
• Medway Association of Independent

Taxi Drivers 
• Medway Asthma 
• Medway Bridge Marina Limited 
• Medway Chamber of Commerce 

Medway
(CAB) 

• Medway Community College 
Medway C
Ltd 
Medway Credit Union 

• Medway Cycle Forum 
Medway Edu
Partnership 
Medway Ethn

• Medway Fawcett Society 
• Medway Friends of the Earth
• Medway Green Party 
• Medway Health Forum 
• Medway Hindu Centre 
• Medway Homestart 

Medway Inter Fa
• Medway Language Achievement 

Service 
• Medway Learning Partnership 
• Medway Licensed Taxi Drivers 

Associat
• Medway Maritime Hospital 

Medway Mediation 
• Medway Mencap Society 
• Medway NHS Trust 
• Medway Pensioners 
• Medway Ports 

Medway
• Medway Racia
• Medway Residents Group 
• Medway Scout Assoc
• Medway Teaching Primary C

Trust (PCT) 
Medway Tow
Volunteers 

• Medway Towns Crime Preve
Panel 

• Medway Towns Footpath Gro
• Medway Towns Gurdwara Sabha 
• Medway Urban Parks & Green 

Spaces Forum 
• Medway Valley Countryside 

iament 
sonal Communications 

• 

• ael Parkes Chartered 

es Surveyors Ltd 

e 
ciation  

arish Council 
td 

d 

iety (Medway 

• D Attwood 
ers 

f Bus Users 

stitute 

uth East 
 Ltd 

 

rce 

ourt 
sers Group 

es Co Ltd 

tre 

Partnership 
• Medway Waste Forum 
• Medway Youth Parl
• Mercury Per

Ltd 
MeRGe 

• MHS Homes 
• Michael Dakers Solicitors 

Mich
Surveyors 

• Michael Park
• Micro Medical 
• Mid Kent Colleg
• Mineral Products Asso
• Ministry of Defence 
• Minster on Sea P
• Mittal Steel Kent Wire L
• MM2K 
• Moat Homes Limite
• Moat Housing Society 
• Mobile Operators Association 
• Mono Consultants 
• Mowlem 
• Multiple Sclerosis Soc

Towns Branch) 
N & 

• Nathaniel Lichfield & Partn
• National Federation o
• Natural England 
• Natural Resources In
• Natwest Bank PLC 
• NCH So
• Nestledown Beds
• Network Rail 
• New Brompton College
• Newington Parish Council 
• NFU 
• North Kent Chamber of Comme
• North Kent Justice Area 
• North Kent Magistrates' C
• North Kent Rail U
• Northfleet Cleaning Servic
• Nu Venture Coaches Ltd 
• Oasis Unit, HMP Rochester 
• Open Spaces Society 
• Orange 
• Orbit Group Ltd 
• Orbit Group Ltd 
• Parklake Estates Limitied 
• Pentagon Shopping Cen
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• D Ltd (Medway STC) 
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usiness User Group 
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tive 
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• outh East 
Engineering 

• B (Medway) 
 

ast Regional Office 

• rmy 
 

td 
Holdings Ltd 

 

arish Council 

• dwara Association 
 Gurdwara 

ouncil 
edway 

vices Ltd 

ntre for the Built 

 Health 
rity 

iation 
 

uncil 

imited 

e Baha'is of 
m 

 Pool 
E Region 

• Persimmon Homes South East 
Planning Pers

• Planning Inspectorate 
• Planning Potential 

Popular Flyin
• Powergen Ltd 
• PPS Phillips Planning Services L
• Presentation Housing Association
• Presentation Housing Association

Limited
• Prime Construction Consortium
• Princess Royal Trust 

Probation Service - Me
Office 

• Protem (Kent) HGV 
• Punjabi International Cultural S

R Swain & S• ons Ltd 
• R W Graphics 
• Rail Passengers Council  Sou

England 
• Rainbow Arts 
• Rainham & Gillingham P

Group 
• Rainham Gillingham

Amenity Society 
• RAISE 

Rambler
• Ramblers Association (London)
• Rapleys 

Rebound EC
• Redhill Air Services 
• Redroute Buses 
• Redrow Homes (Eastern) 
• Reeves & Neylan Ac
• RHA 
• River Medway B
• RNID South East and Angl
• Robert Brett & Sons Ltd 
• Rochester Airport Consulta

Committee 
• Rochester Airport PLC 

Rochester Br
• Rochester Cathedral 

Rochester D
• Rochester Diocese Board of 

Education 
• Rochester Independent College 
• Roger Tym & Partners 
• Rosemound Developments Ltd 

Roueagle Ltd • 
• Royal Association For Deaf P

Royal Mail S
• Royal School of Military 
• RPS Group 
• RPS Planning 

RSP

• RSPB South E
• S W Attwood & Ptrs 
• Safeway Stores Plc 

Salvation A
• Sanctuary Housing Association
• Savills  
• Scout Association 
• Secondsite Property Holdings L
• Secondsite Property 
• SEEBOARD 
• SEEDA 
• SEERA
• Seneschal 
• Shepherd Neame 
• Sheppy Industries Ltd 
• Shoosmiths 
• Shorne P
• Showman's Guild of Great Britain 

Sikh Sangat Gur
• Siri Guru Nanak
• Skanska 
• Smith Stuart Reynolds 
• Snodland Town C
• Social Inclusion Project For M

Young People 
• Society Linen Ser
• Somerfield Stores Ltd 
• South East Ce

Environment 
• South East Coast Strategic

Autho
• South East England Conservancy 
• South East Marine Assoc

• Southend-on-Sea Borough Co
• Southern Gas Networks 
• Southern Housing Group L
• Southern Water 
• Spiritual Assembly of th

Gillingha
• Splashes Leisure
• Sport England - S
• Sri Guru Ravidass Sabha 
• St Mary's Island Residents 

Association 
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ion 
• pport Service 

• St. James Isle of Grain Parish C
• Stahl Engineering 
• Staples 
• Startrite Designs Lt
• Stewart Ross Associates 
• Stockbury Paris
• Stoke Parish Council 
• Stonham Housing (Kent) 
• Strood Heritage Society 

Strood S
• Strood Town Centre Forum 
• Strood Youth & Comm
• Strutt + Parker LLP, Planning & 

Develo
• Sure Start Chatham 
• Sustrans 
• Swale Borough Coun
• Swale Housing
• Synergy 

Sywell Ae
• Taylor Woodro
• Telewest Communications SE 

Telspec•  Plc 
• Tesco Stores Ltd 

King • Tetlow 
• Thames and Medway Canal 

Association 
• Thames Gateway Kent Partnersh
• Thames Gateway NHS Trust 
• Thames Gateway Strategic Executi

(ODPM) 
• Thamesport (Lon
• The Abbeyfield Kent Society 
• The Barton Willmore Planning 

Partne
• The Bell Cornwell Partnership 
• The Benefits Agency 
• The Casino Rooms Entertainment 

Complex 
The Crown Estate 

• The Exchange Bar 
• The French Hospital 
• The Information Shop

People 
• The Patman Trust 

The Plannin
• The Post Office Property Holding
• The Royal Bank of Scot
• The Theatres Trust 
• The Upnor Soc
• The word on the street 

• Thurrock Council 
• Tim's Travel Ltd 
• T-Mobile (uk
• Tonbridge and 

Council 

• Town and Country Housing Group 
• Town Planning Team
• Trail Riders Fellowsh
• Tram and Light R
• Transport for London 
• Trenport
• TT Travel 
• Turley Associates 
• UGC Cinemas 
• University Col

Arts 
• Universit

Arts at Roch
• University of Green
• University of Kent  
• University of Kent at Medway 
• Unlock 
• Upchurch Parish Council 
• Veetee Rice Ltd 
• Ventmaster Europe Ltd 
• Vigo Paris
• Vincent & Gorbing Plan

Consultants 
• Virgin Active 
• Vodafone 
• W M Morrisons 
• Wainscott Residents A
• Wakeley Brothers 

Walter & Randall 
• Ward Homes Group Ltd 

Watson D
• Webb Aviation Aerial Photography 
• West Kent Badger Group 

• West Kent Health & Social Care Tru
• West Kent Primary Care 

Service 
• Westminster Hea
• Westminster Pharmaceutical & 

Paramedics
• White Young Green 
• Wilkinsons Hardware 
• Women's Aid 
• Women's National Commiss

Women's Su
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• Workers’ Educational Association 
(WEA) 

• Wouldha
• WYG Planning and D

• Xchanging Ins-Sur
• Young Offenders
• Youth Justice Boa
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p ndix B 

ge Hill : Master-Planning con d

 
G
27th Scout Group Community 
Allhallows Parish Council Community 
Allhallows Primary School Community 
Arethusa Venture Centre Community / Business 
Arriva (Southern Counties) Ltd Business 
Bishop Gundulph Church Faith 
Bridgewoods Fields Archery Club Community / Business 
British Horse Society Community 
Canterbury Christ Church University Community / Business 
Chatham World Heritage Community / Business 
Chattenden Community Forum Community (commenced in 2011) 
Chattenden Primary School Community 
Chattenden Syndicate Community / Business 
Church in Society Faith 
Cliffe & Cliffe Woods Parish Council Community 
Cliffe Village Club Community 
Cliffe Woods Community Centre Community 
Cliffe Woods Primary School Community 
Cooling Parish Council Community 
Council for Voluntary Services Community 
CPRE Kent Community 
CPRE Medway Community 
Cuxton Parish Council Community 
Dickens Country Protection Society Community 
Diocese of Rochester Faith 
Elms Medical Centre Community 
English Heritage Statutory 
Environment Agency Statutory 
Federation of Small Businesses Business 
Friends of Hillyfields Community 
Friends of North Kent Marshes Community 
Friends of the Earth South East Community 
Frindsbury & Wainscott Community 
Association 

Community 

Frindsbury Extra Parish Council Community 
Frindsbury Tennis Club Community  
Grain Parish Council  Community 
Greening the Gateway Kent and Medway Business 
Groundwork, Kent & Medway Community 
Halling Parish Council Community 
High Halstow Cricket Club Community 
High Halstow Parish Council Community 
High Halstow Primary School Community 
Higham Parish Council Community 
Highcliffe Medical Practice Community 
Hoo Partnership Community 
Hoo Residents Association Community 
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 Parish Church Community Hoo St Werburgh
Hoo St Werburgh Parish Council  Community 
Hoo Village Institute Community 
Hope in the Community Community 
Hundred of Hoo Leisure Centre Community / Business 
Hundred of Hoo School Community (n.b the school has a 

community manager) 
Ke t & Mn edway Fire & Rescue Service Statutory 
Kent Council for Voluntary Youth Services Community 
Kent Economic Board Business 
Kent Ornithological Society Community 
Kent Police Authority Statutory 
Kent Wildfowling & Conservation y / Business 
Association 

Communit

Kent Wildlife Trust Statutory 
Kingsnorth Climate Action Medway Community 
Locate in Kent Business 
London & Quadrant Community
Partnership 

 Community 

Medway Countryside Forum Community 
Medway Enterprise Gateway Business 
Medway Historical Ordnance Community 
Medway Local Access Forum Community 
Medway Older Peoples’ Partnership Community 
Medway Pensioners Forum Community 
Medway Primary Care Trust Statutory 
Medway Racial Equality Council Community 
Medway Regeneration Ambassadors Community 
Medway Urban 
Forum 

Parks and Greenspaces Community 

Medway Youth Parliament Community 
Mid-Kent College Community / Business 
Natural England Statutory 
Nextstep Kent & Medway Community / Business 
North Kent Chamber of Commerce Business 
Open Spaces Society Community 
Parks Medical Practice Community 
Peninsula Rock Faith 
Peninsula Youth for Christ Faith 
Raise Community 
Ramblers Association Community 
Royal Engineers Angling Club Community 
Royal Engineers Museum & Library Community / Business 
Royal School of Mechanical Engineering Business 
RSPB Statutory 
Rural Liaison Committee Community 

Hoo Peninsu
Forum - Parish Councils on the 
la 

Soroptomists International – Medway 
Towns 

Community 

St Margaret Church, High Halstow Faith 
St Mary Hoo Parish Council Community 
St Nick’s Day Centre Strood Community 
St Werburgh Medical Practice Community 
Stoke Parish Council Community 
Strood Heritage Society Community 
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University of Greenwich Community / Business 
University of Kent at Medway Community / Business 
Upnor Residents Association Community 
Visit Kent Business 
Wainscott Primary School Community 
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. Inclusive invitation. Reasonable 
ttempts should be made to ensure 
at a representative cross-section 

f the community, the promoter(s) 
nd the Council should be invited to 
e same event(s), to ensure that all 

articipants are aware of each 
ther’s views. Invitations should go 
 existing local resident 

ions, community forums, 
neighbourhood groups and interest 
groups where they exist or are 
formed as a result of the proposal. It 
may be necessary to hold additional 
events for those groups not 
traditionally involved in the planning 
process. Events should be held in 
accessible locations. In any event, 
all participants in the involvement 
process should be asked to put their 
contact details on record so as to 
ensure that they receive feedback 
on the results of involvement. 
 
2. Authorisation. Those 
representing community groups, the 
promoter(s), and the Council should 
be able to show that they are 
authorised to speak for their 
organisations. The scale and remit 
of those organisations should also 
be made clear. 
 
3. Continuity. Involvement should 
be a continuous process with the 
timetable for the period of preparing 
the plan or making the planning 
application made clear in advance to 
the participants. Where involvement 
is intended to include a series of 
meetings or events then, as far as 
possible, the same individuals that 
represent the community, the 
promoter and the Council should 
continue to be involved throughout 
the process to ensure continuity of 
views. Nevertheless, it may be 
appropriate for other participants or 
advisers to be involved 
intermittently. However the process 

un if or when 
ange. 

dependent advice. Where 
al or professional advisers or 

private consultants are employed as 
independent facilitators to manage 
the involvement process, they 
should have a client duty of care to 
all parties equally and should be 
instructed to follow these ground 
rules, irrespective of the party 
employing them. Where facilitators 
or advisers are not independent this 
should be declared. 
 
5. Early Involvement. 
Arrangements should be made for 
the meetings process to begin and 
for all parties to meet at the early 
“ideas” stage of the plan or the 
development preparation process. 
This is before specific proposals are 
made, when significant options are 
still open and can be identified and 
while there is still the potential to 
make a difference. 
 
6. Presenting options. The aim 
should be to set out options or 
choices that are possible in the way 
that specific development is carried 
out, including those suggested by 
the community that reflect the 
community’s needs, ambitions and 
experience. Purely oral or written 
presentations should be avoided so 
that, wherever possible, options are 
illustrated in 3 dimensional terms 
with models and examples of 
sustainable development best 
practice in comparable schemes 
elsewhere (see for example 
“Towards Good Practice in 
Sustainable Urban Land Use” 
ODPM 2004). In generating options 
the constraints of already adopted 
national and local planning policy 
should be made clear as well as the 
opportunities still open to choice. It 
may not be possible to include in 
options issues that are commercially 
confidential. 
 
7. Choosing between options. The 
planning criteria for choosing 
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ns should be made 
sparent, identifying 

where a distinction has been made 

hoices based purely on opinion. 
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t should be 

ement, 

 
s 

 be 
repared and submitted with Local 
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s 
submitted to the 

 

 

r 

 

this 
cers 

elegated decision report, or the 
 

own 

 
to 

 community 
ewsletters. 

 

between optio
clear and tran

between choices based upon 
technical and legal argument and 
c
 
8. Consensus. Best endeavours 
should be made to reach consensus
making it clear and specific how far
the involvement has resulted in 
agreement to adopt or to alter 
proposals. Where agreement ha
not been possible, the reasons and 
the scale of disagreemen
made clear and specific. 
 
9. Transparent records. 
Community involvement meetings 
should be summarised in a 
Community Involvement Stat
which will be submitted to the 
Council as a supporting document.
Community Involvement Statement
will be provided by the applicant to 
support relevant planning 
applications submitted for 
determination. A Community 
Involvement Statement will also
p
Development Documents 
examination. 
 
An opportunity will be given to
participants of community 
involvement meetings to verify 
Community Involvement Statement
before they are 
Council. Participants may provide a
written statement of omissions and 
corrections which will be reported 
and considered by the council along 
with the Community Involvement
Statement. 
 
10. Feedback on the outcome of 
community involvement. Those 
who have supplied their details will 
be notified of the availability of a 
report to show, with reasons, how fa
the recommendation or 
determination of planning 
applications or the approval of Local
Development Documents has 
reflected the opinions given by the 
community and the weight given to 

them. For planning applications 
will be either the case offi
d
Development Management Area
Committee report and minutes. For 
Local Development Documents this 
will be the Community Involvement 
Statement as required by the T
and Country Planning (Local 
Development) (England) 
Regulations 2004. Neighbourhood
Planning Groups are expected 
share the outcome of community 
involvement with their membership 
by, for example, their
n
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Development Policy and 
Engagement,  
Regeneration, Community and 
Culture, 
Medway Council,  
Gun Wharf,  
Dock Road,  
Chatham, Kent ME4 4TR 
 
Email: ldf@medway.gov.u
 
Website: 
http://www.medway.gov.uk/
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