Medway
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Cabinet
4 August 2026
Provision for Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation —

Addendum report

1. Additional Recommendations to main report

1.4  The Cabinet is asked to consider and note the outcome of the Call for Sites
exercise and review of Council owned land in its consideration of the options
for the former Wigmore Park and Ride site.

1.5 The Cabinet is asked to support a proposed minor modification to the Local
Plan policies map to clarify the existing and consented gypsy and traveller
sites to be safeguarded in accordance with policy T10 in the submitted draft
Medway Local Plan.

2.  Outcome of Call for Sites for Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling
Showpeople

2.1 Following correspondence between the Inspectors appointed to examine the
Medway Local Plan 2041 and the Council, the Planning Service carried out a
review of land with potential for use for gypsy and traveller and travelling
showpeople accommodation.

2.2  The Council issued a ‘call for sites,” specifically for Gypsy, Traveller and
Travelling Showpeople Accommodation Sites, between 8 June 2026 and 20
July 2026. The notice of the ‘call for sites’ was publicised with developers,
land owners, consultees and wider stakeholders through use of the database
of contacts developed for the local plan. A Council member assisted in
promoting the Call for Sites to contacts with links into Gypsy and Traveller
communities.

2.3  The Council received no submission sites, and the Council member’s
approach also received no follow up on suggested sites.

2.4  The Council member liaised with the Planning Service to review council
owned land and he made a number of suggestions for further review of sites.
The member suggested sites were located in the Capstone Valley area, High
Halstow, Cuxton, Luton, Lower Rainham bordering the estuary, and
Rochester. These sites were included in the assessment carried out by
Planning officers. Most of the sites were removed in the earlier stages of
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assessment due to conflict with screening criteria, particularly protected open
space and environmental designations. Other sites were included in the later
stages of assessment.

Alongside the Call for Sites exercise, the Planning Service carried out a
review of its own landholdings with the objective of identifying deliverable and
developable sites for the first 10 years of the Plan. The approach to this work
is set out below.

Site identification and screening

Planning officers used the latest Land Registry spatial data in a Geographic
Information System to identify land in the Council’s ownership. The Council
reviewed practice in other Local Planning Authorities to inform its
methodology, including minimum size site. Having discounted 1,176 sites that
are smaller than 400 sgm, 978 sites remained for assessment.

Assessment

The next stage comprised an assessment as to the suitability, availability and
achievability of each site. Policy B (paragraph 13) of the national ‘Planning
Policy for Traveller Sites’ (December 2024)' provides a basis for a desktop
assessment of suitability. The following designations and areas were
considered:

Habitats sites.

Ancient Woodland.

Sites of Special Scientific Interest.

National Nature Reserves.

Local Nature Reserves.

Flooding from rivers and sea (Flood Zones 2 & 3).
Green space.

Green Belt.

Air Quality Management Area (within 25m).

Existing waste management facilities (within 100m).

Sites intersecting with these designations were discounted, leaving 423 sites
requiring a planning officer's desktop review to consider:

Potential access arrangements.

Potential adverse impacts on residential amenity.
Existing land use of the site itself.

Compatibility with adjacent land use.

Presence of dense vegetation.

Topography

' https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/planning-policy-for-traveller-sites/planning-policy-for-
traveller-sites
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Most of these 423 sites were schools, highways or public realm which were
discounted on the next iteration of assessment.

Nineteen sites were identified as potentially suitable, requiring a detailed
assessment by Council officers according to the criteria in Policy T10: Gypsy,
Travellers & Travelling Showpeople. On a more detailed assessment, these
were largely found to be unsuitable on environmental, amenity or access
grounds.

The only site emerging with potential as an allocation in the Local Plan is the
former Wigmore Park and Ride site, which is the subject of this report. Should
Cabinet support the allocation of the Wigmore site for gypsy and traveller
accommodation, the Planning Service would carry out focused consultation as
a proposed main modification to the submitted plan.

Through the Local Plan, the Planning Service would seek to safeguard
existing and consented gypsy and traveller sites, including designation on the
policies map for the plan. It is considered that some of the existing and
consented sites would provide capacity for intensification to contribute to new
supply through additional pitches, particularly to meet needs arising from
family growth.



	Cabinet
	4 August 2026
	Provision for Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation –
	Addendum report
	1. Additional Recommendations to main report
	1.4  The Cabinet is asked to consider and note the outcome of the Call for Sites exercise and review of Council owned land in its consideration of the options for the former Wigmore Park and Ride site.
	1.5 The Cabinet is asked to support a proposed minor modification to the Local Plan policies map to clarify the existing and consented gypsy and traveller sites to be safeguarded in accordance with policy T10 in the submitted draft Medway Local Plan.

	2. Outcome of Call for Sites for Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling Showpeople
	1
	2
	2.1 Following correspondence between the Inspectors appointed to examine the Medway Local Plan 2041 and the Council, the Planning Service carried out a review of land with potential for use for gypsy and traveller and travelling showpeople accommodati...
	2.2 The Council issued a ‘call for sites,’ specifically for Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople Accommodation Sites, between 8 June 2026 and 20 July 2026. The notice of the ‘call for sites’ was publicised with developers, land owners, consultee...
	2.3 The Council received no submission sites, and the Council member’s approach also received no follow up on suggested sites.
	2.4 The Council member liaised with the Planning Service to review council owned land and he made a number of suggestions for further review of sites. The member suggested sites were located in the Capstone Valley area, High Halstow, Cuxton, Luton, Lo...
	2.5 Alongside the Call for Sites exercise, the Planning Service carried out a review of its own landholdings with the objective of identifying deliverable and developable sites for the first 10 years of the Plan. The approach to this work is set out b...

	Site identification and screening
	2.6 Planning officers used the latest Land Registry spatial data in a Geographic Information System to identify land in the Council’s ownership. The Council reviewed practice in other Local Planning Authorities to inform its methodology, including min...

	Assessment
	2.7 The next stage comprised an assessment as to the suitability, availability and achievability of each site. Policy B (paragraph 13) of the national ‘Planning Policy for Traveller Sites’ (December 2024)0F  provides a basis for a desktop assessment o...
	2.8 Sites intersecting with these designations were discounted, leaving 423 sites requiring a planning officer’s desktop review to consider:
	2.9 Most of these 423 sites were schools, highways or public realm which were discounted on the next iteration of assessment.
	2.10 Nineteen sites were identified as potentially suitable, requiring a detailed assessment by Council officers according to the criteria in Policy T10: Gypsy, Travellers & Travelling Showpeople. On a more detailed assessment, these were largely foun...
	2.11 The only site emerging with potential as an allocation in the Local Plan is the former Wigmore Park and Ride site, which is the subject of this report. Should Cabinet support the allocation of the Wigmore site for gypsy and traveller accommodatio...
	2.12 Through the Local Plan, the Planning Service would seek to safeguard existing and consented gypsy and traveller sites, including designation on the policies map for the plan. It is considered that some of the existing and consented sites would pr...



