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1. SUMMARY 
1.1 As part of the renewed emphasis on quality of life and place shaping in local 

neighbourhoods, the School Streets initiative provides safe spaces for our school 
children and their parents, carers, or guardians to travel to and from school. Building on 
the successful delivery of Tranche 1, school streets will aim to improve safety, air quality 
in the vicinity of our schools and support the wider community to choose more 
sustainable ways to travel. 

1.2 The council carried out a public consultation on the proposed School Streets which took 
place between 16 September 2024 and 27 October 2024.  

1.3 Following this, on 19 November 2024, a report was presented to, and approved by, 
Cabinet on the details of the Safer Healthier Streets Programme - School Streets 
Tranche 2.   

1.4 During the meeting held on the 19 November, Cabinet agreed to progress nine school 
streets, subject to the formal Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) process.  Of the nine, six 
locations were subject to the 21-day statutory consultation period. The remaining three 
were subject to an extended statutory consultation period due to design changes that 
resulted from feedback in the public consultation and they will be the subject of a 
separate report in due course.   

1.5 This report details the outcomes of the six locations subject to a 21-day statutory period. 
These sites included: 

• Cliffe Woods Primary School / Cliffe Woods Pre-School and the City of 
Rochester School, Cliffe Woods 

• Fairview Primary School, Rainham  

• High Halstow Primary Academy, High Halstow  

• Hilltop Primary School, Frindsbury  



• St Margaret’s Church of England Junior School and St. Margarets Infant School, 
Rainham 

• St William of Perth Catholic Primary School, Rochester. 

1.6 The Cabinet agreed to delegate authority to the Director of Place, in consultation with 
the Portfolio Holder for Community Safety, Highways and Enforcement to consider the 
outcome of the statutory process (where necessary any amendments) and to take 
forward necessary infrastructure work and implementation (subject to the statutory 
process) (decision 144/20024 refers).  

1.7 The Cabinet’s decisions were subsequently called in by six Councillors and the 
decisions were referred to the Regeneration, Culture and Environment Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee who considered the matter at a special meeting on 19 December 
2024. The Committee having considered the call in, agreed to accept Cabinet 
decisions 135/2024 to 144/2024 and therefore take no further action. 

1.8 This report considers the outcome of statutory consultation and makes 
recommendations on the following orders which can be found in Appendix A: 
(The Medway Council (School Streets) (Pedestrian and Cycle Zones) (No. *) Traffic 
Order 202*  
 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS 
2.1 For the reasons set out in this report and the Cabinet report presented on the 19 

November 2024 it is recommended the Director of Place in consultation with the Portfolio 
Holder for Community Safety, Highways and Enforcement in line with the approved 
delegated authority agreed by the Cabinet: 

• Note and consider the objections received to the proposed traffic order and 
associated officers’ response as detailed in Appendix B to the report and 
summarised in section 4 of the report.   

• Agree to make the traffic order which give permanent effect to the following six 
school streets as laid out in section 1.5 under the provisions of section 124, 
Schedule 1 and Part IV of Schedule 9 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 and 
of the Local Authorities' Traffic Orders (Procedure) (England and Wales) 
Regulations 1996 regulations 23 and 24: 

• Cliffe Woods Primary School / Cliffe Woods Pre-School and the City of Rochester 
School, Cliffe Woods 

• Fairview Primary School, Rainham  

• High Halstow Primary Academy, High Halstow  

• Hilltop Primary School, Frindsbury  

• St Margaret’s Church of England Junior School and St. Margarets Infant School, 
Rainham 

• St William of Perth Catholic Primary School, Rochester (SWoP) 
 

2.2 In the case of St William of Perth it is recommended The School Street zone will only 
commence operation once the supplementary safety measures on Maidstone Road 
Rochester have been implemented.  

 
 



3. Traffic Regulation Order CONSULTATION PROCESS 
3.1 The statutory Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) consultation took place between the 6 

March and 28 March 2025 which included: 

• Publication of the “Notice of Proposals” in the Medway Messenger on 6 March 
2025 

• Street notices placed on lamp columns in and around each school street site   

• Emails to statutory / representative organisations, including the emergency 
services, and other key stakeholders. 

3.2 The Notice of Proposals referred to above is attached as Appendix A. 

3.3 The proposals were also publicised on the Council’s website.  
 

4. STATUTORY OBJECTIONS / FEEDBACK 
As part of the consultation process, emails were sent to all statutory consultees notifying 
them of the advertised traffic orders and inviting feedback on the proposed scheme. 
Feedback received has been provided below: 
 
Emergency services 

4.1 On 1 April 2025 a representative from Kent Police confirmed that they had no specific 
objections to the scheme. The remaining emergency services have not raised any 
specific concerns, objections or comments in relation to the Medway school street traffic 
orders. 

 
Road Haulage Association 

4.2 The Road Haulage Association have not raised any specific concerns, objections or 
comments in relation to the Medway school street traffic orders.  

 
Freight Transport Association 

4.3 The Freight Transport Association have not raised any specific concerns, objections or 
comments in relation to the Medway school street traffic orders.  
 

Bus companies  
4.4 The Bus Companies have not raised any specific concerns, objections or comments in 

relation to the Medway school street traffic orders.  
 
Other statutory feedback 

4.5 The TRO statutory process is open for comment by all Medway residents and wider as 
per the statutory consultation requirements. Current census data indicates the 
population of Medway is 279,800. 
 

4.6 As part of the TRO process, 1,217 letters were delivered to residents and businesses in 
close vicinity of the six schools, additionally emailed all impacted schools and updated 
the council website to keep the community informed.  

 
4.7 When considering the response rate of those in close proximity to the scheme, 

compared with population, only 0.52% of people responded.  
 











 Financial 
implications  

 Concerns this is a money-
making scheme for the 
council.  

 The overriding objective is to get high level of 
compliance in order to improve the safety for children, 
however with all types of regulatory measures there is 
often indiscriminate driving which creates the need for 
enforcement.  

 The implementation, processes and maintenance of 
an enforcement system has a cost associated which is 
required to be met through any generated PCN fines.   

 

 
5. IMPLICATIONS 
The financial, legal and equalities implications of the scheme, and the impact on climate 
change, the environment and health and wellbeing are set out in the Cabinet Report 
approved on 19 November 2024. 

 
6. BACKGROUND INFORMATION  

• 19 November 2024 – Cabinet Report:  Safer, Healthier Streets Programme – 
School Streets  
 

7. CONCLUSION  
 

7.1 As outlined in paragraph 4.9 and 4.10 of the report, 16 of the objections received were 
distributed across five of the six schools, indicating a low rate of representations.  
 

7.2 Within the proposed School Street zone for St William of Perth Catholic Primary School, 
68.5% of local residents expressed support for the implementation of a School Street. The 
101 objections received are predominantly from the school community and parents who 
drive to the area. 
 

7.3 While the concerns raised by the schools are acknowledged, the proposed schemes 
remain aligned with the Council’s corporate objectives and policies. No compelling or 
material objections were presented during the statutory consultation which would require 
either a turnaround or substantive change to the traffic orders. 

 
7.4 The School Street zone for St William of Perth Catholic Primary School will only commence 

operation once the supplementary safety measures on Maidstone Road have been 
implemented.  
 

7.5 Furthermore, in response to the objections, the proposals have benefits of road safety 
particularly to vulnerable users, improved air quality and reduction of congestion. This 
outweighs the small number of objections that could be addressed by individuals varying 
their travel behaviour or by changing their mode of transport to more sustainable measures 
such as walking, cycling or use of public transport. It is pertinent to state that these 
restrictions are in operation for approximately one hour in the mornings and afternoons, 
and during term time only. Carers, both registered and family/friends, residents etc would 
qualify for exemptions. 
 

7.6 The six school street schemes should therefore be made permanent. 
 






