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The graph below shows the increase in the proportion of pupils attending all through Primary schools over time,
which includes the expected impact of agreed amalgamations up to September 2013.

Pupil numbers actual and forecast 2003-2016 by primary type
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1.46  The main reason for moving to all through primary schools is to provide smoother transitions between

the primary phases of education. An amalgamated school provides for:

*  Afully integrated curriculum;

. Fully integrated arrangements for assessment for learning, including recording of progress and
planning future provision;

* A smooth transition for pupils transferring from infant to junior departments;

*  Arobust senior leadership team drawing on experience from early years and foundation stage, key
stages one and two.

1.47  Contextualised Value Added (CVA), measures the progress made by pupils in the school from the end
of key stage 1 to the end of key stage 2. To calculate CVA, the pupils’ key stage 1 results are used to
predict the key stage 2 result, and the prediction is then adjusted to take account of pupils characteristics,
e.g. gender, special educational needs. The difference between the actual results and the predicted
value for each pupil is used to calculate a CVA score for the school cohort.

1.48  Analysis of CVA at school level for 2010, shows that, in Medway, 19% of primary school pupils achieve
a CVA score which is significantly better than expected (good progress taking account of context)
compared with 6% of junior school pupils. Similarly, 19% of primary school pupils achieved a CVA
score significantly below expected, compared with 35% of junior school pupils. This is in spite of the
fact that CVA calculations are weighted slightly in favour of junior schools, so that junior school pupils
need to make slightly less progress than those in primary schools to achieve the same CVA score. This
is because DfE and OfSTED recognise that pupils who change schools at the beginning of key stage
two generally make slightly less progress than those who do not (see OfSTED Schools and Inspection,
an information service for inspectors of schools, Issue 1 November 2007).

1.49 In addition, 33% of primary schools meet or exceed the national average for expected progress in both
English and mathematics, compared to 17% of junior schools. Expected progress measures the
percentage of pupils making 2 levels of progress in English and 2 levels of progress in mathematics
between KS1 and KS2. The measure doesn’t include context in its calculation but measures simply the
number of levels progress made.

1.50 New government minimum standards known as floor targets mean a school will be below the floor if
fewer than 60 per cent of pupils achieve the ‘basics’ standard of level four in both English and
mathematics and fewer pupils than average make the expected levels of progress between key stage
one and key stage two. Where schools fall below the floor we will use our School Organisation
principles in tandem with our School Improvement strategy to support a rise in standards and
performance.

1.51  The amalgamation of schools is therefore proving to be a successful aspect of our School Organisation
Plan principles and is set to continue. Medway Council will always review the options including the
potential for federation or amalgamation following the resignation or retirement of a head teacher at an
infant or junior school.



