
 
GUIDELINES FOR LICENSING HEARING PANELS 

 
The chairman will control the proceedings and the following is a guideline for 
each hearing but may be adjusted if appropriate. 
 
 

1. The chairman explains the proposed format for the meeting and asks 
everyone to introduce themselves. 
 

2. The Licensing Officer briefly outlines the application. 
 
3. The applicant (or their representative) speaks in support of their 

application and call any witnesses.  
 

4. Objectors* ask the applicant (or their representative) and witnesses 
questions. 
 

5. The panel asks the applicant (or their representative) and witnesses 
questions. 
 

6. Objectors* speak about their representation and call any witnesses. 
 

7. The applicant (or their representative) asks the objectors questions. 
 

8. The panel asks questions. 
 

9. All parties are asked if they wish to add anything further. 
 

10. The chairman requests everyone to leave the room in order that the 
panel may reach a decision. The Legal Officer and Committee Co-
ordinator to the panel will remain. 

 
 

 
 
11. Everyone will be invited to return to receive the decision. In the event 

of complex or lengthy applications, the panel may decide to give its 
decision at a later date. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Objectors may include responsible authorities such as the Police, the Fire 

Brigade, Environmental Health Officers, Development and Building Control 
Officers, Highway Officers, Trading Standards Officers and local residents.  
The responsible authorities will be asked to speak first. 



 



 

LICENSING HEARING PANEL 

7 JANUARY 2011 

APPLICATION FOR A VARIATION OF PREMISES 
LICENCE - STORMFORCE CAFÉ/BAR  

MEDWAY BRIDGE MARINA, MANOR LANE, ROCHESTER 
 

Report from: Deborah Upton. Assistant Director (Housing & 
Corporate Services) 

Author: Alison Poulson. Business Development & Licensing 
Manager 

 
1. The application  
 
1.1 In accordance with the Licensing Act 2003, the council has received an 

application for variation of the premises licence in respect of the 
Stormforce café/bar at Medway Bridge Marina.  The premises are 
currently licensed to be open for the sale of alcohol Monday to Saturday 
10:00 to 23:00 and Sunday 10:00 to 22:00; Live Music and Dancing 
Monday to Sunday 19:00 to 22:30  

 
1.2 The details of the application to vary are as follows: 

 
Live Music - both indoor and outdoors 

 (Outside music mostly in May to September) 
 
Saturday      to 24:00    
 
 Anything of a similar description of entertainment - both indoor and 
outdoors 

 (Maybe comedy nights and race nights) 
 
Saturday      to 24:00    
 
Supply of alcohol - both on and off the premises 
 
Saturday      to 24:00    
 
A copy of the application as submitted is at Appendix A. 
 
The application has been correctly advertised in the local press and 
notices displayed on the premises for the required period. 
 
A copy of a plan showing the location of the premises is at Appendix B. 
 



2. Background 
 
2.1 As stated at 1.1 the premises are currently licensed under the Licensing 

Act 2003.  A copy of the existing premises licence is at Appendix C. The 
application is for a variation to this premises licence to extend the hours of 
operation/opening. 

 
3.         Promotion of Licensing Objectives 
 
3.1 The applicant is expected to demonstrate that they have dealt with the     

promotion of the four licensing objectives, where appropriate.  Members 
are referred to Paragraph P of the application at Appendix A where the 
applicant has referred to this issue and the current conditions of the 
licence at Appendix C. 

 
3.2 The four licensing objectives are: 
 

 the prevention of crime and disorder 
 public safety 
 the prevention of public nuisance 
 the protection of children from harm 

 
4. Relevant Representations 
 
4.1 This matter has been put to the Licensing Hearing Panel because the 

council has received relevant representations from residents.  Copies are 
attached at Appendix D. 

 
4.2 Appendix E shows the location of those parties making representations in 

relation to the premises that are the subject of this application.   
 
5. Policy Considerations 
 
5.1 Medway Council has published its Statement of Licensing Policy, which it 

will consider in all applications.  Paragraphs 3, 4, 5 and 6 specifically deal 
with the question of crime and disorder, public safety, public nuisance and 
the protection of children from harm, which are the objectives raised in the 
relevant representations. 

 
6.       Background papers 
 
6.1 Medway Council’s Licensing Policy. 
 

Copies are obtainable by telephoning Alison Poulson on 01634 332774 
and can be viewed on the council’s website at www.medway.gov.uk. 

 
 
Lead officer contact: Alison Poulson, Licensing Manager 
    Telephone:  01634 332774 
    Email: Alison.poulson@medway.gov.uk  












































































































