Appendix E

Good Morning Dan,

Attached below is an article from September (during Covid-19) that | have found which involves a
pub and them being given a prohibition notice. We wish to know why we were not given this and we
would like it to be brought up today during the meeting please. | have also attached another article
which was found in yesterday’s Kent messenger, regarding 13 premises being issued a formal
prohibition. | feel that there has been a major mistake made by ourselves, however, surely what'’s
good for one business is equally good for the other, and to give us the chance to rectify our
mistakes. | agree that the law has been broken, but this can be corrected by being given a
prohibition notice. Once again, please could you make this noted to everyone present today.

Regards
Mark Greenfield
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Coronavirus: What is a
prohibition notice?

By Ali Gordon
BBC News NI
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Bars, restaurants and cafes reopened in
Northern Ireland on 3 July

There have been 35 prohibition notices
served on licensed premises in
Northern Ireland since the reopening of
the hospitality industry on 3 July.

Bars across NI, including venues in
Banbridge, Irvinestown, Roslea, Tempo,
Coleraine, Bangor and Moy , have been
forced to reassess their ways of working,
with many closing their doors.

But what actually is a prohibition notice
and what can bars do to stay open?

BBC News NI has asked the police.

What is the legislation?
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The Health Protection (Coronavirus,

Restrictions) (Northern Ireland)

Regulations 2020 was introduced in

March in response to the rising number of

Covid-19 cases.

Bars, including those in hotels, clubs and
public houses, were closed until 3 July,
when many were reopened with
restrictions.

Since then, alcohol can be served if the
licensed premises is able to provide a
main meal on a table service basis.

Licensed premises with outdoor space,
such as a beer garden, can also serve
alcohol too, provided table service is in
operation.

Breaches of this legislation can result in
the Police Service of Northern Ireland
(PSNI) handing out prohibition notices.
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What have prohibition notices been
served for?

One County Down bar was forced to close
last Friday due to "loud music (not
background), patrons dancing on
premises, not enforcing social distancing
and no food being served", according to
police paperwork.

A prohibition notice was served to a bar in

County Fermanagh
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In County Fermanagh, a pub was served a
prohibition notice for no social distancing,
people drinking alcohol but not eating
inside and police said the owner was
spoken to three times "regarding Covid
breaches".

Why is the legislation being enforced?

Police say prohibition notices are issued
as a public safety measure.

It requires premises to stop what
enforcement officers consider to be unsafe
activity, to limit the spread of Covid-19 and
prevent a second wave of the virus.

Coronawvirus
COVID-19
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Health Minister Robin Swann said there has
been a "blatant disregard" for Covid-19

regulations by some in the hospitality sector

Health Minister Robin Swann said he
wants to prioritise stronger legislation to
deal with "worrying reports" of premises
breaching Covid-19 advice.

Does being served a prohibition
notice mean the venue has to shut?

Not necessarily.

"Each situation is assessed on its own
merits and the circumstances of the
breach/breaches taken into consideration,"
a police spokesperson told BBC News NI.

"Where appropriate, and steps can be
taken to immediately remedy the
breach/breaches, a prohibition notice may
not be necessary."
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Can you appeal a prohibition notice?
Yes. Well, you can now.

Initially police said on the notice there was
no statutory right to appeal against it.

While that guidance still stands, there is
now an additional line which says that if
you consider the prohibition notice to have
been "unreasonable or unjust”, you can
write to your local police commander,
outlining your reasons for challenging it,
within 14 days of its date of issue.

What measures are the hospitality
industry expected to follow?

The current government guidance states
you should maintain a 2m (6ft) distance
between you and anyone outside of your
household, to minimise the spread of
Covid-19.
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Where 2m is not possible, a minimum of

1m distancing Is advised.

Medical Offi hael
in Belfast City Centre on Saturday

The legislation still says large crowds
should be avoided, though it does not
specify how many people that means.

Employers must also ensure there is
access to hand washing facilities, and/or
hand sanitiser.
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Music and TV broadcasts should be kept

at a low volume to avoid people needing to

shout, to reduce the risk of transmission

from tiny droplets in the air, known as

aerosols.

If a bar is forced to shut, how long
for?

Police say when a prohibition notice is
served, "the business, service provider or
premises must immediately cease the
activities giving rise to a breach of the
regulations and take steps to remedy the
breach/breaches".

"When appropriate steps have been taken
to remedy the breach/breaches, the
premises can reopen and resume trading
within the regulations.”

Do you get a fine with a prohibition
notice?
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There is no associated financial penalty
iIssued with an initial prohibition notice,
police say.

However, should a premises breach the
prohibition notice served then there is a
potential financial penalty of up to £5,000,
upon conviction.

Are drinks-only bars going to reopen
soon?

Last month it was announced indoor pubs
which only serve alcohol, theatres and
private members' clubs could not reopen
as planned due to the rise in cases of
the virus.

Stormont ministers had initially given
drinks-only bars an indicative date of 10
August for reopening.

The Irish government has agreed that



a 37 22:02 L @6%[ )
& google.com

pubs whi?:h do not serve f:*:::od will be
able to reopen from 21 September .

The move will put pressure on the
Stormont Executive to reopen non-food
bars in Northern Ireland.

Representatives of Northern Ireland's pub
industry met with Stormont ministers on
Monday seeking "urgent" measures to
help reopen non-food bars.

More on this story

Coronavirus: Nine
prohibition notices
issued over guideline
breaches

28 August 2020

“ Caronaviruis: Theatre



and/or Essex Police, which is confidential or privileged. The information is intended to be for
the exclusive use of the individual(s) or bodies to whom it is addressed. The content,
including any subsequent replies, could be disclosable if relating to a criminal investigation
or civil proceedings. If you are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure,
copying, distribution or other use of the contents of this information is prohibited. If you have
received this email in error, please notify us immediately by contacting the sender or
telephoning Kent Police on 01622 690690 or Essex Police on 01245 491491, as appropriate.
For further information regarding Kent Police’s or Essex Police’s use of personal data please
go to https://www.kent.police.uk/hyg/privacy/ or https://www.essex.police.uk/hyg/privacy/.
Additionally for our Terms and Conditions please go to
https://www.kent.police.uk/hyg/terms-conditions/ or https://www.essex.police.uk/hyg/terms-
conditions/
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