
Record of Cabinet decisions

Wednesday, 28 March 2018
10.00am to 10.43am

Date of publication: 29 March 2018

Subject to call-in these decisions will be effective from 10 April 2018 with the 
exception of decision numbers 46/2018 and 47/2018

The record of decisions is subject to approval at the next meeting of the Cabinet

Present: Councillor Alan Jarrett Leader of the Council
Councillor Howard Doe Deputy Leader and Portfolio Holder for 

Housing and Community Services
Councillor David Brake Portfolio Holder for Adults' Services
Councillor Jane Chitty Portfolio Holder for Planning, Economic 

Growth and Regulation
Councillor Phil Filmer Portfolio Holder for Front Line Services
Councillor Adrian Gulvin Portfolio Holder for Resources
Councillor Andrew 
Mackness

Portfolio Holder for Children's Services - 
Lead Member (statutory responsibility, 
including education)

Councillor Martin Potter Portfolio Holder for Educational Attainment 
and Improvement

In Attendance: Neil Davies, Chief Executive
Jan Guyler, Head of Legal Services/Deputy Monitoring Officer
Wayne Hemingway, Democratic Services Officer
Richard Hicks, Director Regeneration, Culture, Environment and 
Transformation and Deputy Chief Executive
Perry Holmes, Chief Legal Officer/Monitoring Officer
Tomasz Kozlowski, Assistant Director, Physical and Cultural 
Regeneration
Phil Watts, Chief Finance Officer
James Williams, Director of Public Health
Ellen Wright, Democratic Services Officer
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Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Rodney Chambers OBE 
(Portfolio Holder for Inward Investment, Strategic Regeneration and Partnerships) 
and Rupert Turpin (Portfolio Holder for Business Management). 

Record of decisions

The record of the meeting held on 6 March 2018 was agreed and signed by the 
Leader as a correct record.  

Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and Other Significant Interests

Disclosable pecuniary interests
 
There were none.
 
Other significant interests
 
There were none.

Other interests
 
There were none.

Closure of Deangate Ridge Golf Course

Background:

The Cabinet accepted this report as urgent to enable consideration of the matter 
before the start of the new financial year (the next scheduled Cabinet meeting is due 
to take place on 10 April 2018).

This report provided details of the outcome of consideration of a call-in and related 
petitions by the Regeneration, Culture and Environment Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee on 12 March 2018, in relation to Cabinet decisions (23/2018 and 
24/2018) to approve the closure of Deangate Ridge Golf Course and associated golf 
facilities on the basis of ongoing substantial financial loss, which is unsustainable, on 
31 March 2018 and to instruct officers to begin detailed planning for consultation and 
development of a new sports centre for the Hoo Peninsula.

The comments of the Regeneration, Culture and Environment Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee were set out in Annex 3 to the report. 

Councillor Doe stated that the Cabinet had been notified of an expression of interest 
to provide the facilities at Deangate Ridge and that this would be subject to 
consideration as required by the Localism Act 2011. He also stated that closure of 
the facilities should be put back to 14 April 2018 to allow for end of year tournaments 
to be completed.

http://www.medway.gov.uk/
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Councillor Filmer asked a number of questions regarding the decision to close the 
facilities to which Councillor Doe replied, including: the process for the consideration 
of the expression of interest; whether closure of the facilities should be delayed 
pending this consideration and; consultation on the closure of the facilities.

An undertaking was given that no demolition works would be undertaken whilst the 
expression of interest was being considered. 

Decision 
number:

Decision:

46/2018 The Cabinet, taking into account the comments of the 
Regeneration, Culture and Environment Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee and the campaigners, confirmed 
decision no. 23/2018 to approve the closure of Deangate 
Ridge Golf Course and associated golf facilities on the 
basis of ongoing substantial financial loss, which is 
unsustainable, and that the last day of operation will be on 
14 April 2018 to enable end of year tournaments to be 
completed.

Note: In accordance with Council Rule 12.6, Councillor 
Filmer requested that his vote against decision 46/2018 be 
recorded in the record of decisions.

47/2018 The Cabinet, taking into account the comments of the 
Regeneration, Culture and Environment Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee and the campaigners, confirmed 
decision no. 24/2018 to instruct officers to begin detailed 
planning for consultation and development of a new sports 
centre for the Hoo Peninsula.

Note: In accordance with Council Rule 12.6, Councillor 
Filmer requested that his vote against decision 47/2018 be 
recorded in the record of decisions.

48/2018 The Cabinet instructed officers to liaise with golf club 
officials to ensure memorials on the course are dealt with 
sensitively, taking into account the wishes of families.

Note: In accordance with Council Rule 12.6, Councillor 
Filmer requested that his abstention in respect of decision 
48/2018 be recorded in the record of decisions.

49/2018 The Cabinet instructed officers to consider the expression 
of interest submitted by the Deangate Community 
Partnership and Mytime Active under the Community Right 
to Challenge (Localism Act 2011) to provide sports, leisure, 
and wellbeing facilities and activities at Deangate Ridge 
Golf and Sports Complex and to submit a report back to 
Cabinet to determine the application.

http://www.medway.gov.uk/
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Reasons:

Currently, there is a need for an annual Council subsidy to operate the facility 
against a backdrop of a decline in the number of golf participants. On this basis, it is 
not possible to project a time when the centre will be self-sustaining. 

It is the Council’s intention to provide a modern sports centre for the Hoo Peninsula, 
which reflects the needs of present and future residents. 

The Council wishes to ensure that memorials are dealt with sensitively.

The Council is required to consider a community right to challenge in accordance 
with the relevant legislation and statutory guidance. 

………………………….
Leader of the Council

…………………………
Date

Wayne Hemingway/Jade Milnes, Democratic Services Officers

Telephone:  01634 332509/332008
Email:  democratic.services@medway.gov.uk
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