
 
GUIDELINES FOR LICENSING HEARING PANELS 

 
The chairman will control the proceedings and the following is a guideline for 
each hearing but may be adjusted if appropriate. 
 
 

1. The chairman explains the proposed format for the meeting and asks 
everyone to introduce themselves. 
 

2. The Licensing Officer briefly outlines the application. 
 
3. The applicant (or their representative) speaks in support of their 

application and call any witnesses.  
 

4. Objectors* ask the applicant (or their representative) and witnesses 
questions. 
 

5. The panel asks the applicant (or their representative) and witnesses 
questions. 
 

6. Objectors* speak about their representation and call any witnesses. 
 

7. The applicant (or their representative) asks the objectors questions. 
 

8. The panel asks questions. 
 

9. All parties are asked if they wish to add anything further. 
 

10. The chairman requests everyone to leave the room in order that the 
panel may reach a decision. The Legal Officer and Democratic 
Services Officer to the panel will remain. 

 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
 
11. Everyone will be invited to return to receive the decision. In the event 

of complex or lengthy applications, the panel may decide to give its 
decision at a later date. 

 
 
 
 
 
* Objectors may include responsible authorities such as the Police, the Fire 

Brigade, Environmental Health Officers, Development and Building Control 
Officers, Highway Officers, Trading Standards Officers and local residents.  
The responsible authorities will be asked to speak first. 

 
 



 



  

 

 

LICENSING HEARING PANEL 

14 FEBRUARY 2017 

 
LICENSING ACT 2003 

 APPLICATION FOR A NEW PREMISES LICENCE  
 

AVENUE TENNIS LTD, FEATHERBY ROAD,  
GILLINGHAM ME8 6AN 

 

Report from: Perry Holmes, Chief Legal Officer 

Author: Alison Poulson, Licensing & Local Land Charges 
Manager 

 

 
Summary  
 

The applicant has applied for a new Premises Licence in respect of Avenue 
Tennis Ltd, Featherby Road, Gillingham for the provision of regulated 
entertainment; provision of late night refreshment and the supply of alcohol. 
 
All responsible authorities have been consulted in line with the Licensing Act. 
 
Representations have been received from members of the public and to date 
no agreement has been reached. 
 

 
1. The application  
 

1.1 In accordance with the Licensing Act 2003, the Council has received an 
application for a new Premises Licence in respect of Avenue Tennis Ltd, 
Featherby Road, Gillingham. 

 
1.2 The details of the application requirements(as amended) are as follows: 
 

Provision of regulated entertainment – plays, films, indoor sporting events, 
boxing or wrestling entertainment, live music, recorded music, 
performance of dance and anything of a similar description (Quiz, Bingo, 
Karaoke, After Dinner Speakers, Lectures, Comedy and Magicians (both) 
 
Monday to Thursday   06:00 – 23:00 
Friday & Saturday    07:00 – 00:30 
Sunday & Bank holidays   08:00 – 22:30 
 



 
 
Supply of alcohol (both on and off the premises) 
 
Monday to Thursday   10:00 – 23:00 
Friday & Saturday    10:00 – 00:30 
Sunday & Bank holidays   12:00 – 22:30 
 
Provision of late night refreshment (indoors)  
 
Friday & Saturday    23:00 – 00:30 
 
A restriction on the number of outdoor functions to a maximum of 6 per 
year after submitting a noise management plan to Medway Council 
Environmental Protection Team 6 weeks prior to any event taking place. 
 

1.3 A copy of the application as submitted is at Appendix A with final 
amendments to the hours applied for at Appendix B. 

  
 
1.4  The application has been correctly advertised in the local press and 

notices displayed on the premises for the required period. 
 

1.5  A copy of a map showing the location of the premises is at Appendix C 
 

2. Background 
 

2.1  As stated at paragraph 1 this is a new application for a Premises Licence 
for the provision of regulated entertainment; provision of late night 
refreshment and the supply of alcohol for a sports and social club with 
world class indoor and outdoor tennis facility, licensed bars, cafeteria, 
restaurant and conference centre. 
 

3.        Promotion of Licensing Objectives 
 
3.1 The applicant is expected to demonstrate that they have dealt with and 

understand the promotion of the four licensing objectives, where 
appropriate.  Members are referred to section M of the application at 
Appendix A. 

 
3.2 The four licensing objectives are: 
 

 the prevention of crime and disorder 

 public safety 

 the prevention of public nuisance 

 the protection of children from harm 
 

4. Relevant Representations 
 
4.1 This matter has been put to the Licensing Hearing Panel because the 

council has received representations relating to all four of the licensing 
objectives from members of the public.  To date no agreement has been 
reached.  Copies of these are attached at Appendix D.   



 
5. Policy Considerations 
  

5.1 Medway Council has published its Statement of Licensing Policy, which it 
will consider alongside the amended Guidance issued by the Home Office 
under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 in all applications. 

 
5.2 In determining this application, Members may wish to consider information 

contained in Appendix 4 to the Statement of Licensing Policy that lists 
examples of good practice against the four licensing objectives as well as 
Chapters 9 and 10 of the amended Guidance. 

  

5.3 The objections raised in the relevant representations received relate all 
four licensing objectives.   

 
6. Risk Management 
  
6.1 The Council has to consider and determine this application, which is a 

function relating to licensing and registration as set out in Schedule 1 to 
the Functions Regulations, the Licensing Act 2003. Gambling Act 2005 
and other licensing functions reserved by law to the Council's Licensing 
and Safety Committee and its Sub-Committees, in accordance with the 
law (both statutory and case law), relevant statutory guidance and 
statements of policy. 

  
7. Financial and legal implications 
  
7.1 There are no direct financial or legal implications at this time. 
 
7.2 This hearing is regulated by the Licensing Act 2003 (Hearings) 

Regulations 2005 (as amended). 
 
7.3 There is the possibility of a challenge by way of appeal to the decision by 

either the applicant or objectors should either have the requisite grounds 
to do so. Legal advice will be given to members as appropriate at the 
meeting. However, whatever the decision of the Panel, this must be based 
on the evidence placed before it in line with the licensing objectives and 
the Panel must decide what weight to attribute to this information. 

 
8. Recommendation 
 
8.1 That the Panel considers and determines this application. 

 
 

Lead officer contact:  
 

Mrs Alison Poulson – Licensing & Local Land Charges Manager 
Telephone: 01634 332774       Email: alison.poulson@medway.gov.uk 
 
Appendices 
 

Appendix A – Application for new Premises Licence 
Appendix B – Amendments to the applied for hours 
Appendix C – Location Map 
Appendix D – Copies of representation received  

mailto:alison.poulson@medway.gov.uk


Background papers 
 

None 
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