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Summary  
 

The applicant has applied for a variation to the existing premises licence for the 
Sportsman, 56 Brompton Lane, Strood, Rochester, Kent ME2 3BJ.   
 
The application is to request an amendment to condition 8, which currently 
restricts the use of the outside area until 22:30hrs.  The applicant wishes to 
extend this by an additional hour one day per week during the Bat and Trap 
Season   
 
All responsible authorities have been consulted in line with the Licensing Act. 
 
A representation has been received from Environmental Health.   
 

 
1. The application  
 

1.1 In accordance with the Licensing Act 2003, the Council has received an 
application for a variation to the premises licence in respect of the 
Sportsman, 56 Brompton Lane, Strood, Rochester, Kent ME2 3BJ. 

 
1.2 The application is seeking to amend condition 8 as follows:  

 
Outdoor areas will not be used after 22:30hrs except on Wednesdays 
when bat and trap teams play until 23:30hrs. 

 
1.3 A copy of the application as submitted is at Appendix A. 



 
1.4 The application has been correctly advertised in the local press and 

notices displayed on the premises for the required period. 
 
1.5 All responsible authorities have been consulted in line with the Licensing 

Act.  
 

1.6 A copy of the representation made by Environmental Health is attached at 
Appendix B 

 
1.7 A copy of the floor plan is attached at Appendix C.  
 
1.8 A copy of a map showing the location of the premises is at Appendix D 

 
2. Background 
 

2.1 A variation to the premises licence has been received in respect of the 
Sportsman, 56 Brompton Lane, Strood, Rochester, Kent ME2 3BJ, a copy 
of which is attached at Appendix A.   

 
2.2 As stated at paragraph 1.2 this is an application for a variation to the 

existing premises licence; seeking amendment of condition 8.  Currently, 
condition 8 states “outdoor areas will not be used after 22:30 (10:30pm) 
on all days”.   

 
2.3 During the Bat and Trap season the applicant wants to extend the hours 

for the use of the outside area for an additional hour one day per week as 
the games do not always finish on time. 

 
3.        Promotion of Licensing Objectives 
 
3.1 The applicant is expected to demonstrate that they have dealt with the     

promotion of the four licensing objectives, where appropriate.  Members 
are referred to Paragraph M of the application at Appendix A where the 
applicant has referred to this issue. 

 
3.2 The four licensing objectives are: 
 

 the prevention of crime and disorder 

 public safety 

 the prevention of public nuisance 

 the protection of children from harm. 
 
4. Relevant Representations 
 
4.1 This matter has been put to the Licensing Hearing Panel because the 

Council has received a representation from one of the responsible 
authorities, Environmental Health.  A copy of this representation is 
attached at Appendix B. 

 
 
 
 



5. Policy Considerations 
  

5.1            Medway Council has published its Statement of Licensing Policy, which it 
will consider alongside the amended Guidance issued by the Home Office 
under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 in all applications. 

   
5.2            In determining this application, Members may wish to consider information 

contained in Appendix 4 to the Statement of Licensing Policy that lists 
examples of good practice against the four licensing objectives.  

  
5.3           The objection raised in the relevant representation received relates to the 

prevention of public nuisance licensing objective. 
 
6. Risk Management 
  
6.1 The Council has to consider and determine this application, which is a 

function relating to licensing and registration as set out in Schedule 1 to 
the Functions Regulations, the Licensing Act 2003. Gambling Act 2005 
and other licensing functions reserved by law to the Council's Licensing 
and Safety Committee and it’s Sub-Committees, in accordance with the 
law (both statutory and case law), relevant statutory guidance and 
statements of policy. 

  
7. Financial and legal implications 
  
7.1 There are no direct financial or legal implications at this time. 
 
7.2 This hearing is regulated by the Licensing Act 2003 (Hearings) 

Regulations 2005 (as amended). 
 
7.3 There is the possibility of a challenge by way of appeal to the decision by 

either the applicant or objectors, should either have the requisite grounds 
to do so. Legal advice will be given to members as appropriate at the 
meeting. However, whatever the decision of the committee, this must be 
based on the evidence placed before it and the committee must decide 
what weight to attribute to this information. 

 
8. Recommendation 
 
8.1 That the Panel considers and determines this application. 
 
Appendices 
 
Appendix A –  Copy of the application as submitted 
Appendix B –  Copy of the relevant representation received from Environmental 

Health 
Appendix C – A copy of the floor plan 
Appendix D –  A copy of a map showing the location of the premises 

 
Background Papers 
 
None 
 



Lead officer contact: Mandy Francis – Principal Licensing and Enforcement 
Officer 

    Telephone: 01634 306000 
    Email: mandy.francis@medway.gov.uk 

mailto:alison.poulson@medway.gov.uk


















 

APPENDIX B 
 

The Sportsman, 56 Brompton Lane, Strood, Rochester, ME2 3BJ 
 
Dear licensing, 
 
With regards to the above licensing application which is to extend use of the outdoor areas I 
consulted with my colleagues in the Noise and Nuisance Team who have informed me that 
they have previously received noise complaints over the years, and some recent complaints 
have been with respect to the playing of ball games on the premises.  
 
I am of the understanding that bat and trap games are not regulated entertainment for the 
purposes of the licensing act, however I am concerned that to allow bat and trap games in 
the outdoor area up until 23:30, even one day per week, will seriously affect the amenity 
and quality of life of those living nearby by, due to noise from the bat and trap games, and 
from people/patron noise.  
 
The rear garden of the premises runs all the way to Wykeham Street, and is bordered on 
two of its sides by residential properties who directly overlook the area to be used. Any 
noise associated with use of the garden later at night has significant potential to prevent 
local residents from getting to sleep and/or wake them up. I must make the point that the 
proposed variation is for extended hours on a weekday, and therefore any noise impacts 
created by that proposed will be more significant, especially for working people and 
children. 
 
For this reason I wish to register an objection to the proposed variation to allow the use of 
the outdoor area until 23:30 under the Prevention of Public Nuisance Objective, and request 
that the application is refused to secure residential amenity and protect local residents from 
nuisance. 
 
Regards, 
 
Stuart. 
 
Stuart Steed 
Environmental Protection Officer 
Medway Council 
Gun Wharf 
Dock Road 
Chatham 
Kent 
ME4 4TR 
Tel: 01634 331105 
email: stuart.steed@medway.gov.uk 

 
  

mailto:stuart.steed@medway.gov.uk


 



APPENDIX C





The Sportsman Public House

© Medway Council, 2013
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