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Summary  
 
The purpose of this report is to ask the Licensing and Safety Committee to consider 
amendments to the current Council Statement of Gambling Policy, which was 
approved at Full Council on 14 January 2010 for a period of 3 years.  
 
 
1. Budget and Policy Framework  
 
1.1 The existing Statement of Gambling Policy was approved at Full 

Council on 14 January 2010. 
 
1.2 This is a policy framework document and the report proposes changes 

for recommendation to the Business Support Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee on 6 December 2012. The report will then need to referred 
to Cabinet on 18 December 2012 and then Council on 24 January 
2013 for approval in accordance with the Council’s policy framework 
rules.   

 
2. Background 
 
2.1 The Gambling Act came fully into force in September 2007 although 

the “first appointed day” (when the Council could start to receive 
applications) was 31 January 2007. In preparation, each licensing 
authority was required to develop, consult on and publish a statement 
of its licensing policy. The existing statement sets out the principles, 
which the authority applies in exercising its licensing functions under 
the Act. 
 

2.2 In exercising most of their functions under the Gambling Act 2005, 
licensing authorities must have regard to the licensing objectives as set 
out in section 1 of the Act. The licensing objectives are: - 
 
 
 



 
 
 Preventing gambling from being a source of crime or disorder, 

being associated with crime or disorder or being used to support 
crime 

 Ensuring that gambling is conducted in a fair and open way 
 Protecting children and other vulnerable persons from being 

harmed or exploited by gambling. 
 

2.2 At its meeting on 24 July 2012 the Licensing and Safety Committee 
authorised officers to: 
 
a)  amend the Statements of Policy for Licensing and Gambling in 

accordance with the changes in legislation and guidance issued, 
b) advertise and consult with all relevant interested parties;  
c) reported back to a future Licensing and Safety Committee, together 

with a revised version of the Statement of Policy for 
recommendation to Cabinet and Full Council for approval. 
 

3. Effects of the Legislation 
 

3.1 The Statement of Policy document along with the Gambling Act 2005 
and the Objectives and Gambling Commission Guidance will all be 
referred to when considering applications in respect of the following: 
 
 Premises licences (this includes casinos, bingo halls, adult gaming 

centres, family entertainment centres, race tracks and betting 
shops) 

 Permits (licensed premises gaming machine permits, club permits, 
prize gaming permits, notification of two or less machines) 

 Lotteries (small society lotteries, incidental non-commercial 
lotteries, private lotteries and customer lotteries) 

 Temporary use notices and occasional use notices for short-term 
gambling events). 

 
3.2 The Gambling Commission is responsible for granting operating 

licences and personal licences to commercial gambling operators and 
people working in the industry. It will also regulate certain lottery 
managers and promoters. 

 
4. Risk Management 

 
4.1 This triennial review of the policy statement is a key document in 

relation to the council’s position in continuing to implement the Act’s 
objectives and consideration of subsequent gambling applications.  
 

5. Consultation 
 
5.1 The following amendments to the Gambling Policy have been 

consulted on and are set out in full in the track changed version of the 
document at Appendix A: - 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 Part A – General – This has been reformatted and minor general 
housekeeping amendments made. 

 Part B (1) - Permits - Minor general housekeeping amendments 
made. 

 Part B (2) – Premises Licences - Minor general housekeeping 
amendments made, section C Splitting Premises (added), section 
D Location (reworded), section F Duplication (added), section G 
Door Supervisors (reworded), and section J Provisional Statements 
(reworded). 

 Part B (3) - Appendices – appendices in respect of Splitting 
Premises and Statement of Principles have now been included. 

 
5.2 An extensive consultation exercise was undertaken during the period of 

30 July to 22 October 2012 with the following bodies: -  
 

 The Chief Officer of Police  
 Other Council Departments 
 Portfolio Holder  
 Ward Councillors 
 Persons who appear to the authority to represent the interests of 

persons carrying on gambling businesses in the authority’s area.  
 Persons who appear to the authority to represent the interests of 

persons who are likely to be affected by the exercise of the 
authority’s functions under the Gambling Act 2005  

 A range of organisations including voluntary and community 
organisations, organisations working with people who are problem 
gamblers, advocacy organisations (such as the Citizens Advice 
Bureau), etc  

 Businesses who are, or will be, holders of a premises licence  
 The organisations named as responsible authorities in the Act.  

 
5.3 In addition, notices inviting comment were placed in the press and 

copies of the document were placed at all council contact centres and 
offices and on the council’s website.  
 

5.4 No responses were received which required or requested any further 
amendments to the changes made to the document circulated for 
consultation. 

 
6. Financial and legal implications 
 
6.1 There are no direct financial implications for Medway Council 

concerning this matter at present.  However, if at any time in the future 
the policy was subject to legal challenge, there could be costs 
associated with this process. 

 
6.2 The legal implications are contained within the body of the report.   It 

should be noted that an inappropriately worded policy could result in a 
legal challenge by way of judicial review. 
 
 
 



 
 

 
6.3 The policy has been prepared taking account of the guidance issued 

by the Gambling Commission. 
 
7. Recommendations 

 
7.1 The Committee is asked to consider the amendments made and 

recommend that the Business Support Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee refer the amended policy to Cabinet and then Council in 
accordance with the policy framework rules. 
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