
 

 

Medway Council 

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE 
 

18 AUGUST 2004 
 

7pm to 10pm 

RECORD OF THE MEETING 
 
PRESENT: 
 
Committee members: Councillors Andrews, Baker, Kenneth Bamber, Burt, 

Mrs Diane Chambers (Chairman), Davis, Hicks, Hunter, 
John Magee, Royle, Webber and Wyper 

 
Substitutes: Councillor Esterson for Councillor Jones 
 Councillor Murray for Councillor Mrs Gilry 
 
In attendance: Councillors Janice Bamber, Kearney and Mason 
 
 
176 RECORD OF THE MEETING 
 
 The record of the meeting held on 28 July 2004 was agreed and signed by 

the Chairman as correct. 
 

177 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Bowler, Mrs Gilry and 

Jones. 
 
178 URGENT ITEMS BY REASON OF SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES 
 
 The Chairman agreed to accept planning application MC2004/0058 (Cuxton 

Pit No 3, Cuxton Road, Strood) (Engineering Works) as an urgent item on 
the basis that this particular application related to the outline application 
numbered MC2004/0063 for the same site on the agenda for consideration 
at this meeting. In addition, if approved, the engineering works would require 
the translocation of the great crested newt, a seasonal activity which can 
only be undertaken during the hibernation period October to March. 

 
179 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
The Chairman, Councillor Mrs Diane Chambers, declared a personal and 
prejudicial interest in planning application MC2004/0512 (Land at Jeffery 
Street [car park] Gillingham) insofar as this site was in close proximity to her 
business and she vacated the chair and left the meeting for consideration 
and determination of this application. In her absence the Vice-chairman, 
Councillor Hicks, took the chair. 
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Councillor Murray, attending the meeting as a substitute for 
Councillor Mrs Gilry, referred to planning application MC2004/1638 (Land 
adjacent to the junction of City Way and Onslow Road, Rochester) and 
stated that as she had campaigned against the siting of a 
telecommunications mast at this site she would withdraw from the committee 
for the consideration and determination of this particular application.  She 
wished however to speak as a ward councillor with the agreement of the 
committee. 
 

180 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
Discussion: 
 
The Principal Planners reported upon the applications contained within the 
schedule of planning applications submitted with the agenda. 
 
In respect of application MC2001/2007 (Block C, Elm Court Estate, Capstone 
Road, Gillingham) the Principal Planner drew attention to a correction to the 
list of Development Plan Policies set out in the report, full details of which 
were set out in the supplementary agenda advice sheet. 
 
In respect of application MC2004/0063 (Cuxton Pit no 3, Cuxton Road, 
Strood) the Principal Planner referred to the additional application accepted 
by the Chairman as an urgent item numbered MC2004/0058 (Engineering 
works for the same site). He informed the committee that if it was minded to 
approve application MC2004/0058 and in doing so approve the terms of the 
proposed Section 106 Agreement, that part of the proposed Section 106 
Agreement numbered xi, xii, xiii and xiv detailed in the report for application 
MC2004/0063 would not be required and that those obligations should 
therefore be deleted from any agreement concerning application 
MC2004/0063. 
 
In respect of application MC2004/0512 (Land at Jeffery Street [car park] 
Gillingham) the Principal Planner informed the committee of receipt of a letter 
from the applicant’s agent making a number of points in support of the 
application, details of which were set out in the supplementary agenda advice 
sheet. In addition, he advised that in recognition of officers’ concern 
regarding the loss of the short stay town centre car park, the applicant had 
offered to make a financial contribution towards the provision of a 
replacement car park at an alternative site close to the town centre. Taking 
this into account, the Principal Planner suggested that the committee may 
wish to defer consideration of this application to enable officers to discuss 
this matter further with the applicant. 
 
In respect of application MC2004/0942 (Site at Longhill Avenue, Chatham) 
the Principal Planner suggested that if the committee was minded to approve 
this application, a new condition 4 was applied to the planning permission, 
details of which were set out in the supplementary agenda advice sheet. 
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In respect of application MC2004/1178 (2 Main Road, Hoo St Werburgh) the 
Principal Planner reported the receipt of 22 further letters in support of the 
application. 
 
In respect of application MC2004/1339 (Cricketers Car Park, Rainham) the 
Principal Planner reported the receipt of five further letters of objection 
reiterating previously expressed concerns. 
 
In respect of application MC2004/1413 (Medway Depot and Transfer Station, 
Pier Approach Road, Gillingham) the Principal Planner reported upon a 
proposed correction to the wording of proposed condition 3 as set out on the 
supplementary agenda advice sheet. 
 
In respect of application MC2004/1638 (Land adjacent to the junction of City 
Way and Onslow Road, Rochester) the Principal Planner reported the receipt 
of 33 additional letters reiterating previously stated objections.  He also 
advised upon receipt of a letter from the Headteacher of St John Fisher RC 
School objecting to the application on behalf of the school and the receipt of 
a petition containing 407 signatures objecting to the application. 
 
Decisions: 
 
(a) MC2001/2007: Block C, Elm Court Estate, Capstone Road, 

Gillingham 
Condition 4 of planning consent MC2001/0982 to be varied as set 
out in the report; 

(b) MC2004/0063: Cuxton Pit No 3, Cuxton Road, Strood 
Approved subject to: 
 
A) Referral to the First Secretary of State under the provisions of: 

Circular 07/99 Town and Country Planning (Development Plans 
and Consultation) (Departures) Directions 1999 as a departure 
from the Development Plan and the Town and Country Planning 
(General Development Procedure) Order 1995 Article15(1)(b)(i), 
being development within 67 metres of the centre of a motorway. 

 
B) The applicant entering into a Section 106 Agreement to secure 

the following: 
 

i. The provision of affordable housing in the proportion of 
25% of the number of dwellings approved by subsequent 
reserved matters submissions. 

 
ii. An education facilities contribution of £1, 370 per dwelling 

of two or more bedrooms for the provision of secondary 
school places. 

 
iii. A contribution of £30,000 towards the cost of undertaking 

highway improvements in Strood. 
 
iv. The provision of a scheduled shuttle bus service into the 

site and running between the site and Chatham, with this 
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service commencing on the completion of the 100th 
dwelling within the development. The Council at its 
discretion shall be able to require the cessation of the 
operation of the shuttle bus operation and require from the 
developer/site management company a service 
substitution payment of £26,266 per annum in lieu of 
running the shuttle bus to support alternative bus services 
into the site. The shuttle bus and/or the contribution to a 
subsidised scheduled service will apply for one year 
beyond the completion of the last residential unit within the 
development or four years after first operation of the bus 
service whichever is the longer. 

 
v. The provision of a bus stop with a shelter and real-time 

information on the A228 near the Roman Way roundabout 
for Strood bound services prior to first occupation of any 
part of the  residential development.  

 
vi. The provision of a bus stop with a shelter and real-time 

information within the application site at the proposed bus 
turnaround point prior to the occupation of the 100th 
residential unit. 

 
vii. The provision for residents of the development of one free 

three month season ticket per house or flat providing bus 
travel to central Strood and Chatham using the shuttle bus 
or for a new service.    

 
viii. The provision of a shared cycletrack/footway on the 

western side of the A228 from where the emergency 
access that will serve the development site emerges from 
the site to the existing cycletrack/footpath link on the A228 
within the vicinity of the south western corner of the site.   

 
ix. The establishment and retention in perpetuity on the site 

of up to 2.6 hectares of equipped play and open spaces 
that will serve the development and a long term 
management regime for these areas.  

 
x. The establishment and retention in perpetuity of the on-site 

Nature Conservation area and the long term management 
regime for this safeguarded area. 

 
and conditions 1-20 as set out in the report; 
 

(c) MC2004/0058: Cuxton Pit no 3, Cuxton Road, Strood 
Approved subject to: 
 
A) Referral to the First Secretary of State under the provisions of: 

Circular 07/99 Town and Country Planning (Development Plans 
and Consultation) (Departures) Directions 1999 as a departure 
from the Development Plan and the Town and Country Planning 
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(General Development Procedure) Order 1995 Article15(1)(b)(i), 
being development within 67 metres of the centre of a motorway. 

 
B) The applicant entering into a Section 106 Agreement to secure 

the following: 
 

i. A contribution of £100,000 towards the provision of a 
warden service at the proposed Ranscombe Farm nature 
reserve. 

 
ii. A contribution of £30,000 towards research to promote 

greater biodiversity within the boundary of Medway 
Council. 

 
iii. A contribution of £70,000 towards the 

creation/enhancement of a newt colony at Motney Fields, 
Gillingham or at another location to be mutually agreed 
between the applicant and the Local Planning Authority. 

 
iv. A contribution of £100,000 towards the purchase of 

additional land within the Medway Valley area to facilitate 
wildlife habitat creation.  

 
and conditions 1-12 as set out in the report and new conditions 13 
and 14 as follows: 
 
13. The engineering works hereby permitted shall not be 

commenced until details of a scheme for dust monitoring 
has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local 
Planning Authority. The details to be submitted pursuant to 
the requirements of this condition shall include:  

 
a) the methodology for measuring dust emissions 

generated by the proposed works for their duration;  
 
b) the identification of the dust sensitive receptor 

points/sites that will be used to measure dust levels off 
site;  

 
c) information concerning the “background” dust levels, at 

the receptor points/sites to be agreed under item b) 
above, prior to the commencement of the permitted 
engineering works; and 

 
d) a programme for dust monitoring to be undertaken for 

the duration of the engineering works hereby 
permitted, together with the methodology for the 
reporting of the results of this monitoring to the Local 
Planning Authority.   

 
The approved dust monitoring arrangements shall be 
implemented strictly in accordance with the approved details 
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for the duration of the engineering works hereby permitted, 
unless any variations are otherwise first approved in writing 
by the Local Planning Authority. 

 
14. The engineering works hereby permitted shall not be 

commenced until road signs have been installed at the 
junctions between Cuxton Road (the A228) and: Sycamore 
Road; Poplar Close/Poplar Road; Northbank Close/Hever 
Croft; Hawthorn Road; and Darnley Road, advising that the 
aforementioned unclassified residential streets shall not be 
used by Heavy Goods Vehicles (vehicles for the purposes of 
this condition weighing over 7.5 tonnes) to gain vehicluar 
access to the application site. All of the road signs required 
under the terms of this Condition shall be retained for the 
duration of the engineering works hereby permitted, unless 
any variation is otherwise first approved in writing by the 
Local Planning Authority, and shall be removed at the 
completion of the development permitted under the terms of 
planning permission MC2004/0063 or any subsequent 
revisions to that permission. 

 
(d) MC2004/0512: Land at Jeffrey Street (car park), Gillingham 

Consideration of application deferred to enable officers to have 
further discussions with the applicant; 

(e) MC2004/0890: 143 Edwin Road, Gillingham 
Consideration of application deferred pending a site visit; 

(f) MC2004/0942: Site at Longhill Avenue, Chatham 
Consideration of application deferred pending a site visit; 

(g) MC2004/1150: Plots 1 to 49 land at Toad Hall and The Searchlight, 
Main Road, Chattenden, Rochester 
Details pursuant to conditions 1 (Siting, design and external 
appearance) 4 (Boundary treatment) and 10 (Parking and garaging) 
of planning permission MC2004/0686 is approved in relation to plots 
1 to 49 subject to the imposition of additional conditions numbered 
12-14 as set out i n the report and the applicant being advised by way 
of an informative of the need for boundary treatment at both sides of 
the entrance to the site. 
 
Note: In accordance with constitution rule 11.5 Councillor Kenneth 
Bamber asked for it to be recorded that he voted against the 
approval of this application; 
 

(h) MC2004/1164: 46 The Mailyns, Gillingham 
Approved with conditions 1-3 as set out in the report and new 
conditions 4 and 5 as follows: 
 
4. When the premises cease to be occupied by Mr D R Beer or 

Mr Beer no longer has a requirement to use the radio mast, the 
radio communications mast hereby permitted shall be removed 
from the premises.  
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5. The temporary radio masts currently within the confines of the 
property shall be removed from the premises upon the 
installation of the radio mast hereby permitted or within 3 
months of the date of this permission whichever is the sooner.  

 
(i) MC2004/1178: 2 Main Road, Hoo, Rochester 

Approved with conditions 1-6 as set out in the report; 
(j) MC2004/1179: 39 Setford Road, Chatham 

Approved with conditions 1-5 as set out in the report; 
(k) MC2004/1339: Cricketers Car Park, Rainham 

Regulation 3 approval granted with conditions 1 -4 as set out in the 
report; 

(l) MC2004/1372: Land east of Bells Lane, Hoo St Werburgh 
Refused on the ground set out in the report; 

(m) MC2004/1413: Medway Depot and Transfer Station, Pier Approach 
Road, Gillingham 
Condition 3 of planning permission MC2003/1823 to be varied as 
follows: 
 
3. Audible reversing alarms on plant and vehicles shall not be used 

during the hours of 19.00 to 07.00; 
 

(n) MC2004/1638: Adjacent to the junction of City Way and Onslow 
Road, Rochester 
Prior approval to be required and refused on the ground set out in 
the report. 
 

181 QUARTERLY PERFORMANCE REPORT: APRIL TO JUNE 2004 
 
The committee received a quarterly report outlining development control 
performance for the period April to June 2004. 
 
The committee members expressed their appreciation to officers on the 
performance statistics particularly in respect of the significant improvements 
in enforcement action. 
 

182 APPEAL DECISIONS: APRIL TO JUNE 2004 
 
The committee received a report outlining appeal decisions received during 
the period April to June 2004. 
 

183 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
The committee agreed to ask the press and public to leave the meeting for 
the following item as the report contained information relating to legal advice.  
The information was considered to be exempt as defined under paragraph 
12 of part 1 of schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972. 
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184 ENFORCEMENT PROCEEDINGS 

 
The committee received an exempt report outlining enforcement action taken 
during the period April – June 2004. 

 
 
 
 
 
Chairman 
 
Date 
 
 
 
Ellen Johns 
Committee Co-ordinator 
 
Telephone:  01634 332012  Email:  ellen.johns@medway.gov.uk 


